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DIRECTORY OF KNOTS

ENOT PAGE DESCRIFTION
% FUNDAMENTAL KNOTS
Owerhand knot ¥ The umplest of knots but the basis for many angling knots
Fraterman's knot 11 Vintage koot, from which stronger, more secure fithing knoty are generated
Strangte knot 13 A secure mult-purpose noose
Ship knats M |nsscure beginning of several lixed loops
Fised looer #  Simple knon, elaborations of which begin flshing rigs
Simiple nioses 18 Adjistable (iliding! loops vied to make several hook knots
Bt lood knat #  An esential technique that must be mastersd 30 a4 to tie a range of fithing knots
Derfarmed blood knot a1 A widely used [but far from ldeal) alternative 10 the baslc Blood knot
Whipgang 42  Anather essential tachnigue 1o be masterad in order 1o te a range of
fishing knots
L _Jpe—
Napale krot 0 Small fixed loop desigred for phigs of other hares
Angler's laap §1  Clasile strong and secure, genéral purpase loop
Hangman's noove 54 Eauly vied alternative 1o the Bimini twis
Figure af sight leops 58 Quickly ted, multl-purpose lixed loops
True lovery knot 5% Small fined inop that aliows reafistic movement of a lure
Diouble overhand loop knot 0 Strong genedal purpose fixed Inop for synthatic lines
Tripgle overhund loop knpe 61 Very wrong genemni purpoe fised loop for amooth and sbippery symthetsc linem
Trembane loop 62  Weaker but more easily tied alternative to overhand loop knots
PLATR o 1 ied boup 84 Strong [ 100%) shock-absorting fived loop
Birmni twist &8 Strong (100 adjustable loop
%mmmm
Oz wray thaat benl 10 Streamiined knot for lines of dissimilar siz=
Altright knat M Stronger altemative (o the one-way theet band for liney of divsimitar wee
Seisng bana 73 Mew altermaties knot for ines of dissimilar size
A imeriocked loog 74 Securedt of jolns for any kind of lines
Hutfnagle kngt T Bulky big garme knot for lines of disaimilar sire
Fiaited ieteriocked boops 7% Elegant alternative 1o the Huffnagle knot
Water hnat B Vintage mudth prurpose knot foe lines of simila spe snd type
Deoutrie fitherman knot i1 Stronger, more secure alternative 1o the basic Nisherman's knot
Tripke flahesman’s knot B Strongest, most secure of the fisherman's knots
Linfit knot K AMernative to the fishermans knotisl, far thick, hard and springy lines
fitood knor 86  Classic angling knot, mill effecthve in yynthetic linex
1 igatute knot itained & twited: 0 Strong and secure < but bulky - knot for lines af similar size and type
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KNOT PAGE DESCRIFTION
| | Maleed or braided splice 93 Very strang and secure. shock-absorbing knot
' Vice versa 93  Relatively new knot with friction to grip slippery er slimy lines

@ HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS

| Figuie of elght knot @6  Antique angling lenot still used for wire or cable. Not effective in monofilament
| Caawlord knot 97  Easily tied, more secur ¢ alternative to the figure of eight knot

98  Quickly tied knot of limited strength and security

55  Old My fishing knot to accommodate an angled eye
100  Tried-and-trusted knot of the biood knot family, better suited for light lines
102  Stronger and more secure alternative to the clinch keot

103  Meat and compact, versatile konot

104  Strong (some claim 100%) alternative to the anchor bend

105  Fairly strong and very secupe knat, popular because it is easy to tle
106  Fairly strong alternative to the Palomar knot and the Jansik special
107 Secure way to employ the Bimini twist (or similar loops) for big game fishing
108  Old fly fishing knot far anglod oyes

112 Strong and secure altermative to the Turle angd Calrntan knots

113 Simple and sasily tied hook attachmant

174 A strong and secure imtermediats hook fixing

115 Simple snell altemative to the tandem hook knot

116  Quick and 2asy shank whipping

7 A more secure, strang (100%) shank whipping

118 An easy altarnative to snetling

119 An alternative to the domhof knot. for Mat-eyed hooks

122 Knats to sttach backing lines 1o resl spindles [arbond

124 Joins two lines of dissimilar size and type: the lighter line forms a fixed lnop
126  Classic knots to attach extra hooks and flies to a main fire

128 Setrong and secure altermative ta bleod loop dropper knots

130 New alternative to the Alpine butterfly and blaod loop dropper lmots
131 A simply tied dropper knot for two hooksand (fes

132 Fixed and sliding knots to act as depth markers, float indicators, #tc.
134 Secure and streamiined attachment for leadezf to main line

135 Loop varlant of the nesdla knot

136 Basic wireloop

138 Strengthened Inop for large cables

13% Tough reinforced loop for heavy-duty performance
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INTRODUCTION
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The anly Bits of his or her fishing tackle that an angler
must <till actually make are the knots;and, if these are
nol to be the wisk link in any 1ig, more consideration
miust be glven 1o them than to all of the other items
of shop or store bought accewonie. Indeed, the time

honoured good-tuck wish from ane angler to another,

expressed (0 the wards tight lines and no bireaks
ouaht 10 be amended 1o tight lines and firm knots’

except that leaving them to luck is not endugh; knots |
must be patiently leamnt, diligently practised and then
used shreswdiy

Fishing knots occupy & narrow and speécialized

niche in the wider knotting scene. They ae a lot ke
those sed for mountaineerdng and caving; in fact
some of the knets are identical, the only difference
bwing the size and type of materdal in which they are
tied Anglens' monofilament lines. braids. wires and
cables have dismeters fifty times thinner than climbing
ropes and breaking strengths measured in kilograms
o1 pounds) rather than tonnes (or tons), The livies of
mguniginesrs, cavers, surveyors, and msault and rescue

<10>
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teams literally hang upon their knots; while the capture
of elusive prey and trophy or prize-winning fish
depends upon every knot an angler chooses to tie.
These knots have emerged and evolved as solutions
ta probilems in the utllisation of rope, smallér cordage
and fine lines, so it may merely have been a similarity
of nead that led to similar knots

Most anglers use very few knots, sensibly
keeping 10 those they have found easy to tie as long as
such knots keep the haok on the line, and that hook
catches bait and fish. Knots are just like other tackie,
however, In ane respect, Whille it 1s possible to start out
with just a few bits and pieces, it is desirable to collect
over time a wider range aof paraphernalia, so as always
to have precisely the right thing for the job in hand.
Unlike other accessorles, however, knots can be
acquired for little or no cash autlay, and carried in an

angler's head {1aking up no space and welghing
nothing) so that one may learn as many as one likes

<11>
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TERMS, TIPS AND TECHNIQUES

EARLY NATURAL MATERIALS
Humankind was probably tying knots 300,000 years
-ago in fibrous vines, as well asin the sinews and rawhide
strips from animal carcases, and we know, from arefacts
‘dug up by archaeologists, that neolithic folk 10,000
\years ago tied knots for nets and fishing lines. The
‘Greek writer Plutarch (ap c. 46-120) recommended the
\hair from a thoroughbred white stallion's tail for fishing
Hines, his theory being that mares weakened thejr talls
‘with frequent splashes of urine. He was wrong It is maore
[likely that coarse-bred animals (whether stallions, mares
wrgeidings) have the tougher 1ails. But he was right
‘when he advised the use of as few knots as possible In
Ithe making of horsehair lines because they might deter
fish (he was the first persan to record an awareness
that fish reacted adversely tothis sort of visuat clue).
Dame Juliana, Prioress of Sopwell, was expert at
@l field sports but preferred angling above the rest.
She made her own horsehalr lines with no mean skill,
knotting each 1m (3ft 3in) length to the next with a
water knot or duchy knot. and then neatly binding the
ends with fine silk thread, Her horsehair leaders ranged

Above Thisillustration depicts 4 pesceful Chinese fishing
scone: the Impedal Retrear for Angling.

in thickness from ana hair (for minnowsi and twao (for
roach) up 1o 15 (for salmon); and each was bound and
seized 10 the shank of its hook with silkthread, the
spare working end of the leader turned back aver this
initial whipping, 1o be selzed a second time atop the
first binding layer. She then dyed her lines to echo
wiater weeds: green (in summet], vellow and brown [in
aytumind, and tawney {in winter and early springl.

In 1682, Thomas Nobbes chserved fines inuse
af mixed horsehair and slik, and even a few of silk and
siver wire.

|r the early part of the 1800s some British
fisharmen were still using horsehair lines (and
belizving Plutarch’s notion that the talis of
thoroughbred white stallions were best). Althaugh in
theory it ought to have been possible to spin harsehair
linas in the same way as twine arstring, they continued
1o be knatted, even though the knots tended to catch
in thee rod rings and impede the free running of reels.

<{i5=



Certainly horsehair was pleasant stuff to handle; supple
yet not prone to bad snarls or tangles. The notable
Victorian angler Francls Francis rated as his greatest
achievament the fanding of a 3kg (6'4Ib) barbel,
foul-hooked by its dorsal fin (its power and mobility
therefore largely unimpaired), after thiee and a half
hours on a single horsehair.

Late | 9th-centuty undressed silk was prone 1o
tangle. But, heavily oiled or greased. it could be tamed
sufficlently ta be cast Into the wind, when it would also
float. Twisted silk threads had been known in China
since the Gth century; they are referred to even earller
in a 2,000-year-old legend cancerning the Chinese
Emperar Wu whao, allegedly, fished with a white silk line
attached o a golden hook baited with a goldfish, By
contrast the Japanese Empress Zinga (an 170-259), a
maodel of friagality, is said to have caught a trout on &
Bent pin baited with grains of rice, on a line made from
threads pulled from her garmient.

By the 1900s lines of cotton, flax, so-called
Indian grass (probably jute), silk and Japanese silkworm
gut were the regular alternatives, Cat gut (obtained
from several creatures — but never cats), for stringing
musical instruments, was being used in Eurgpe by the
mid-17th century, although it too — along with silk -
had been adopted by Chinese fishermen centurias
before. Silkworm gut had also arrived in the West, to
be followed in the middle of the 20th century by a gut

Above This | 7th-century woodcut shows a fisherman with 4
rod and a line prabably made out of harsehair o silk

<16>
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substitute. All these natural fibres had shortcomings
They were comparatively weak allowed little abrasg
before fraying, and were prey 1o mildew, rot, insecs)
vermin. Wet lines lost up to 15% strepgth and, when!
waterlogged, thelr weight increased. 5aday |ines b
be painstakingly dried after every use. Still, they cou
be tied with comparastively simple knots.

SYNTHETIC (ARTIFICIAL) FILAMENTS
In the 1930s synthetic cordage was discovered and
developed on laboratory Benches in the test tubey
and beakers of mdustrial research chemists The mos
commaon synthétic materials are polyamide (nylon)
polyester (the best known trade names bheing Te _'
and Dacron). There are twa main grades of nylon. Nylsk
66 was a product of the Du Pont labomtaries and the
first man-made fibre of morit available, while Nylon &
{trade names Perlon and Enkalon) was subsequently
developed by 1.G. Farbenindusirie. Terylens was a
British development from Investigations at the Calico
Printers Association, the sole rights of which were theg
acquired by |.C.\, During the Second World War, when
ather materials were in shoft supply, anglers began te
try out these newcomers. Greater bireaking strengths,.
welght-for-weight, meant that much thinner and
lighter lines could be used than befare, enabling mon
to be wound onto every ree|, The big problem was
previously refiable knots proved insecure with the
revalutionary monofilaments, which were as supple as)
silk but even more siippery. Knots tied in them
frequently falled. So more elabarate tnes had to be
devised 10 cope with the new-fangled synthetics,
Synthetic monofilaments have breaking
strengths that range from a mere 0.2kg (Boz) toa
massive 25kg (1001bs) or more Typical thicknasseas —
toa small 1o be measured with an ordinary school
30cm (12in) rule - range from Q.OBmMM [¥awin) fora
0.5kg €1 1b) line 1@ 0.7mm ( /uin) for & 23kg (508 line),
Nowadays the discerning angler can buy lines that
Hiaat, or others that sinlk, while some have more or lass
neutral buoyancy but can be made, In expert hands, to
float or sink. Even different sinking rates are in-buily for
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-example. fly lines are made that sink slightly faster at
‘the front than at the back, helping to place the fly in
‘the target area, A range of colours renders these
“moden lines either highly visible, virtually invisible or
nicely in-between. At least one make incorporates a
golbur change every 9.1m (10yd) foraccurate depth
_eontrol. Monofilaments are usually round In cross-
“section and of uniform diameter throughout their
lenath; but specially extruded nylon casts or leaders
‘may taper from - say - 0.8mm ['4in) with a breaking
sirength of 29.5kq (651b) down to something like
036mm (V.in) with a 2.7kg (161b) breaking strength.

NYLON MONOFILAMENT

The commonest material anglers have to tie is nylon
monofilament. It is the strongest man-made fibre and

i sid ta lack ‘memory’ (that is, it tends not to retaina
previously imposed coil or curve), It has a specific

gravity greater than that of water and so does not float.
Nylon also has considerable natural elasticity, stretching
tnder load up 1o 30% of the unloaded line length. This
#nables it to absorb sudden large shock-loading. An
unwanted side-effect is that nylon wound back under
sirain opto a reel (especially one with a multiplier),
aswhen retrieving a large and heavy fish, will be
abnormally tight. Line in this condition should be re-
wound without stretch onte another reel at the earliest
opportunity. Nylon does absorb water, decreasing [ts
breaking strength by as much as 10%, but it can be
mepeatedly stored wet without detriment, and wil|

regain its ariginal strength as it dries. Intrinsically hard-
wearing. it nevertheless deteriorates with age. Smaller
tiameters may need 1o be replaced after just a season
of use. Broken monofilaments can be rejoined with
knots that will not snag in the tip ring. Nylon has a fairly
high melting point of up to 260°C {500°F) and so has a
reduced risk of melting due to friction; but it will, like
other synthetics, be irremediably weakened at a much
lower temperature than its melting point, and so it
should not be brought close 1o the flames of items
suchas camping stoves or glowing cigarette ends,
Nylon withstands attack from alkalis, olls and organic

Above [cdlockwise from top) Dark copper coloured
manofilament, sold as the line fish can't see’; white Dacron'™

{polyester) backing line! clear nylon monofilament.

salvents, bul keep it away from car battery acid, It has
excellent resistance to abrasion and to degradation
from the ultraviolet radiation of sunlight.

BRAID POLYESTER (TERYLENE, DACRON)
Palyester has thres-guarters the strength of nylon (but
it is equally strong. wet or dryl. It has fer less stretch
than nylon (5% as opposed to 30%) and pre-stretching
during manufacture can remove most of the latent
elasticity it does possess. It resists acids (alkalis to a
lesser exterit), oils and organic solvents. Like nylon it
does not float and has about the same melting point
and resistance to sunlight. Fishing braids of polyester
are size-for-size three or four times stronger than the
monofilament equivalents, This greater diameter can
be a noticeable handicap in strong tidal Aows, while
re-tying broken braids results In knats that may jam at
a tip ring or In tha rod guides. Although polyester
resists abirasion better than nylon and so lasts longes,
the construction of braided lines renders them more
liable to fray, and the final 3m (10ft} may have to be cut
away periodically. Strang, reliable and hardwearing, but
soft and pliable, it used to be that polyester knots were
unllikety to slip or come undone Some new power

<17>
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braids are noticeably smoother and slicker, however,
with a considerable reduction of up to 25% in knot

strength. Such braids also have a tendency, in taut lines,
to pull down (like a warm knife cutting into butter)
thraugh the reserve wound onto the reel spool -

unless it has previously been very tightly wound.

KEVLAR

Kevlar is an organic polymer, immune to mioisture and
rot, which was discovered by Du Pont as long ago as
1965. Then there is Spectra or HMPE. the brand name
of Allied Chemicals who manufacture this super-
lightweight polyethelene {marketed by others as
Dyneema and Admiral 2000). All of these so-called
'miracle fibres' have phenomenal strength (greater
than an equivalent strand of stainless steal) and
represent the costly cutting edge of fibre technoloagy.

WIRE OR CABLE
Main line wire fishing (apart from traces for conger and
members of the shark family) seems ta have been

TIPS AND TECHNIQUES

Above {clockwise from top left) Braided white Dacron™
(| yeated) Mecked with greén, for saltwater angling brass
wire, 18-gauge [ Tmm diameter), braided wire cabile for seéa
angling (0.6mm damater); arange mylon monofilament shock
leader; clear nylon monofilament shock leader; nylon-coated
stesl wire for big-game fishing,

widely adopted only since the mid- 1980y, High grade,
stainless steel single strands of wire are replacing older,
plana wire leaders. In a range of diameters (the larger
the number, the thicker the wire and the greater the
breaking strengthl, these are twice as strong as the
equivalent diameters of nylon monofilament — atthough
the wires must be coiled and uncolled with care,
otherwise thiey may kink and break. Some anglers
prefer wire to be brightly coloured, others prefer it

dull. Brakded wire leaders, nylon-coated or plain,

will not kink but can acquire a persistent bend.
Comparatively massive, multi-strand aircraft cable

has been adopted for the pursuit of deep-water big
game sports fishing

<{1B>
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NEW KNOTS

e emergence of synthetic lines in the 1950s
compelled thelir users to find new knaots that would
hold firm In materials that sometimes seemed

dimost untiable The immediate response was (o

adld extra wrapping turns and tucks to existing knots.
A5a consequence, there are Now a great many
wmbersome and unlovely angling knots, when a
petter strateqy would perhaps have been an
imaginative search for original and more elegant
almrmatives. That is why a number of comparatively
niw knots — unknown to most anglers — are featured
inghis book.

Anyone can take an extra tum or two around a
familiar knot, add a different tuck here and there, then
tlaim 1o have Invented a fresh knot. Many do just this
every year, but the fact that their creations cannot be
found in existing knot literature is not a sufficient
reason 10 add them o the repertoire. First, any new
Enot must survive two severe tests:'So what? and "Who
eaesT in other words, firstly, is the knot superior in

 some useful way to others that already do the same
Hﬂ Secondly, even if it s, can it be effectively
-fpmmed 50 that those who might adopt and use it
#n persuaded to do sof Put like this these two

{-@e_s'ﬂuns are not as harsh as they ar first appear.

Itis a misguided precept that if a knot works;
“ther no matter how ugly, it s acceptable. Effective
hﬁim usually good-looking knots, As a general
rmH:. every knot should also be:

= distinctive and infallibly recognisable
= no more complicated than necessary
» easily learnt and tied

» readily untied (angling and parcel knots
excepted)

s stable strong and secure

{irom top to bottam) Water knot, trus lover's knat,
bend and linfit Knot The first two knots are centuinios

dwhille the other two are recent iInnovations.

<19>



Painhi, plissar, sttt bunterfly. sach
tre by ek bweriplee, Bevonries
tinibly real to you when voi
kivow il e

John Cowper Powys.

English novelist, 1872-1963

There is a consensus optnian within the intermational
Gulld of Knot Tyers that previously unknown or
unrecorded knots - like the laws or rules and
phenomena of mare rigorous academic sciences

- are not invented by thelr discoverers but merely
Identifiod and defined by them. The first individual 10
do 5o is quite Justified in publishing a description of
that knot, as a conseguence of which his or her narme
may become forever linked with it. Some individuals
actually patent knotted innavatians - clvil law
recognizes a degree of ownership of knots - but it is
marely the application (generally commerical) of the
knot thist is being registered and o protected in this
way fram exploltation by others,

Naming knots after Individuals is viewed by the
Guild with disfavaur, primarlly because it ignotes and
biurs the principles upon which more scholarly
antempts at an overall knotting mxonomy
[classification] are based There is the added unspoken
concern that those who name knots after themselves -
or after whom knots are named by others - run the risk
that such pride and presumption Is very likely to be
undermined when research reveals that the knot pre-
dates its latest re-discovery. Not infrequenthy, after one
penon has laid claim 1o a knot, someone else proves
that it was already known and In use elsewhere atan
garlier dnte, This does not wholly diminish the
achigvement of whoever genulnely regreates a little
knewn of lost knot Thelr efforts, after all, do serve to
revitalize it But a personal niche in knotting lore maust
be reserved for whoever found it first.

Anglers name their knots for esoteric reasons
that make little or ne sense at all away from the fishing
scene. Some names describe a knot's function: blood
loop dropper, sliding stop knot, spade end knat, arbor

<20>
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knot. Others hint, rightly or wrongly, at a place of
Bimini twist, Palomar knot. World's Fair knot, Australian
plaited loop. A few indicate the method by which the
knot is made - nall or tube knot, needie knot - or,
alternatively, suggest its appearance: grinner knot,
braided loop and splice. Some names are prety:
Alpene butterfly. Some are pretty nasty: strangle and
hangman’s knots. Stlll athers display a hint of whimsy:
trus lover's knot, perfection |oop,

in the 1950s, when books and booklets began
toalen readérs to nylon monafilament for fishing, just
ten basic knots were recommended 1o cope with the
new line. Since then a steady trickle of flshing knos
books has promotad a 20-fold Increase in the number
of such knots. Taking [nto account all the mutations -
accidental and deliberately induced - to these knots,
as wrll a different methods of making some of them, .
there must now be at least 1,000 ways 10 tie a fishing
lne. Given the international appeal of fishing, itis
inevitable that national and regional angling terms
have arisen, But fishing knat names are - it must be
sald - in a mess. The same name may actually refer
to different knats, snd this has led 1o more than
ane mstance of different written portrayals and
descriptions for Tying methods (even disparate
anscdotes as 10 arigins) for knots that tum out —whes
tied - to be Identical. The ‘offshore knot' |s actually the
cat's paw [a name in continuous Use since the kate
1790s. The basic fisherman’s knot or bend became
knawn to early 19th-century anglers as the water knot
leonfusing it with the ather water knot). It has also
bean known as the waterman’s knot, the angler’s knot,
the English knot, the Englishman's knot, the true
knot {one of many), and even the halibut knot. The
double fisherman's knot is now the grinner knot, while
the treble fisherman's knot has, by quirky arithmetic,
become the double grinner (o paragurm) knot OF
course, knots need names, but. as the late Desmond
Mandeville™ ruefully concluded his poem about the

importance of naming them:
oo worse than those thal have pos any,
Some knots there be thint have b many
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Modifled knots are commonly re-named
mproved twisty-tucky knots' or ‘perfected
hingummy loops; while finger-flicking sleight-of-hand
ys 1o tie them end up as separate index entries for a
Dsecond, fast’ or ‘speed nail knot”and the ‘emergency
dropper knot' These superfluous adjectives only
: matters rore. Naming knots after eminent
nglers and tackle makers, or the first person to tell an
. angling reporter about it, has already been discussed
and discounted,
It must be hoped that the glabal spread of data
‘now possible via electronic information technology —
sen just some of the thousands of entries listed under
"‘lnﬂﬁnq'nn the Imternet - will ultimately iron out such
confusing anomalies, and not further muddy the
waters of knotting nomenclature. Every effort has been
made in this book to avoid contentious knot names,
Simple labels - double overhand loop. one-way sheet
bend, whipping - have been preferred. Others - such
asthe ﬁk}mar knot, Turle knot and water knot — reflect
figrat yrotiore, A very few - the twined-&-
] IFgatu:u knat Is one, the torus knot is another -
have been chosen in an effort to overcome other
~Inconsistent references seen elsewhere.

Right The knat at the top 1S known as a hangman's knot
~apratty pasty mame, whereas the knot below is an Alpine
butterfly - & very pretty name,

=21=
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Knots tied in the comparatively tiny diameters of even between lies the standing part of the line. A doubled
the thickest fishing lines are referred to simply as knots, portion is a bight, until it crosses over itself when It
The nautical terms ‘bends’ and 'hitches! for joining becomes a loop. maybe with an extra half a twistto |
knals and ring attachments respectively, are ignared create an albow (see fig. 1) Wrapping a line around a
by anglers. The end of 3 line used to the knols is referred  post or rail is called taking a turn’ but bringing the
to as the working end or when it is inert the tag or tag working end around an éxtra half a tum creates a
end (by anglen). The other is the standing end. in round turn (see fig 2).
Bight )

L
- Crossng poin

Standing

Working end
of tag end

L
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‘An overhand knot more than halves the breaking
strength of any line in-which it appears, so it should
|ever be allowed to remain in a fishing line with the
vain hope that, once pulled tight, it will go unnoticed. it
il quickly cause a loaded lipe 1o part; and, expressing
the actual breaking strength of the knotted line as a
memge of its theoretical unknotted strength, the
\overhand knot is said to be 45-50% efficient. This
“makes [t a weak knot. In contrast, any knot that
afeguards the breaking strength of a line ~ such as
the Bimini twist and the plaited loop (both of which,
their adherents claim, leave lines as strong as if they
were unknotted) - are rated 100% efficient. The bulky
and barrel-shaped knots with lots of wrapping tums
(known as‘blood knots'are strong knots, Three or four
wrapping turns are generally sufficient (n heavy lines
(23-45kg/50-100 |bs), while six or seven are needed for
|lgiuet lines {up to 4.5ka/10lbs). but add an extra four
or five wrapping turns to those figures in the latest
super-slick power braids, Most established fishing
knots are 80% or more efficient but - while this is
scarcely a matter of life or death (at least for the human
holding the fishing rod) - it should be recognized that
this rating still pares up to one fifth from the advertised
breaking strength of the line. Nevertheless, over 8B0%
reprasents a falrly strong knot

We still do not know exactly how or why knots
work. What little research has been done on the
breaking strengths of individual knots ranges from
outdoor abservation and experienced guesswork, or
rough-and-ready sxperimentation by anglers at home,
to data generated from more controfled tests in the
laboratories and factories of tackle makers. Publlished
facts and figures vary between sources, however,
seaming to depend upon the test rigs used by
competing manufacturers, #ach of whom is
{understandably) keen 1o out-do the opposition in the
presentation of its products. It is therefore not possible
ta compare |Ike with like. Book after book has for half a
century listed the double overhand loop as 74% and
the one-way sheet bend as 69% efficient, but these
pedantic statistics are almost certainly average figures

TERMS, TIPS AND TECHN|QUES

KNOT STRENGTH AND SECURITY

gleaned from a range of outmaoded test results;

y&t, without knowing precisely how the tests were
canducted, any outcome s mostly meaningless. How
those two knats actually perform from day te day will
depend upon the material In which each knot is ried
and what is then done to it; For instance, rate of load is
a critical factor; a knottad line that can barely handle a
given straln for 60 seconds will need to be mare than
twice as strong to cope with an identical load applied
over half that time.

Mast knots weaken the lines in which they are
tied; and when one breaks, it = commonly observed
that it does so at the knot, Ta learn how and why this
is 50 would take a working party of scientists and
engineers from several fields (physics, chemistry,
mechanics and mathematics), No doubt stresses and
strains ocour when sharp bends are imposed upon
any manofilament, but it can also be assumed that
adjacent parts within a knot ruband may abrade leven
cut] one another. It follows that each knot must be
thought of as a potentially weak link; and the strength
of a series of different knots will be that of the weakest
one, fzal life introduces variable factors thiat can make
nonsense of contralled experiments. For this reason
the statutory safe working load psrmitted by health
and safety regulations lor ropework or wire ngging
upon which human lives depend - for example.a
window cleaner’s cradle or a ship's lifeboats— isas little
as one seventh the manufacturer's estimated hreaking
strength of the rope-or cable invelved. Given all of
these factors, the meaning of the statement in the
alossy brochures of some suppliers that lines are rated
in'knotted breaking strengths'is far from dlear.

KNOT SECURITY

Anglers require knots that can be relied upon to be
kath strong and secure - but strength and security are
two different characteristics. Intermittent tugaing or
shock lsading may cause some knots, which withstand
large steady lnads; to slip or capsize when they might
not otherwise do so.S5uch knots may be strong but are
less secure. Slippage can also affect knot strength, of

=23>



course, as internal knot parts rub against one another,
gengrating melting heat or cutting abrasion, To test
knot security, subject it to the repeated consistent
dropping of a small weight, or simply tug on it by hand
100 times and count how many times the knat fails. An
IGKT member who is a veterinary surgeon stitches trial
suture knots into a car cleaning sponge and then
subjects them to 15 minutes of turmoil in his washing
machine, where they will be warm, wet, slimy and
tugged spasmodically this way and that - exactly the
conditions they must survive in living animal tissue. He
only uses those that corme out Intact. Angling knots
could be similarly tested, using cold water. John
Smith™" tries out unknown knots in a short length of
elastic (bungee) shock cord, Even tried-and-trusted

TERMS, TIFS AND TECHNIQUES

-are five knot sections, their contents carefully chosen

knots behave unpredictably (generally less well) in this
curious cordage; but others, such as the angler’s loop,
perform well,

It has been estimated that a comprehensive
review of fishing knots would fall into three discrete
categories: knots to hooks, swivels, lures, ete. (65%);
fine-to-fine joining knots (20%); and miscellaneous
loops, stop knots, snoods, etc. (15%), in this book there

and more evenly proportioned.

Below A Bimint twist safeguards the breaking strength of §
line and. according 1o its supporters, leaves the line as strong
an if 1t vas unknottecd, that is, 100% efficient.
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TYING KNOTS

There is only one correct way to tie any knot, Carelassly
ke the working end over where it shouid go under, or
vice versa, and a different knot results - or, sometimes,
o knot at all. The Mlustrations in this book allow no
ity or freedom of choice. Follow therm meticulously,
with this proviso: if you find tying the knot as it Is
llustrated and described does not come as easily of
naturally to you as making its loaoking glass alternative,
then feel free to tie it the other way round.

Fishing knots are best learnt for the first
time indoors where conditions are warm, dry and
omfortable. Lse something larger than fishing line
forearly attempts ta master these speclalised knots:
&lenath or two of Nlexible braided nylon, Terylene ar
polypropylene cord, each about 2m {6'4ft) long and
amm ['4in) in diameter, which can be bought from any
Q1Y superstore or high street hardware shop, is ideal,
Have one of each colour, 0 as to see exactly what
happens when |oining two lines together, Practise
At the desired knots can be reliably doneon a large
saale pvery time. Most showild take no mare than a
mamite each to tie,

Tying fishing knots in fishing line is a little like
model-making, requiring trained fingers, acute eyesight
Wwhether natural or assisted), an appropriate working
flrface; good light, patience, inventiveness, and a few
Hélpful tools. These tools include a sharp craft knife or
SEaipel scissors, nall clippers or other end-cutting
pliers. They may be domestic ltems, but angling
Sippliers can provide purpose-made anes. There are
#ise & few high quality implerments available through
1xkle shops, even if not routinely stocked, that actually
aid in tying the surgeon's knot, the clinch knot, blood
knats nall and needle knots, the Bimini twist and
haywire twists. They are excellent products. If machine-
topled mistal gadgets and glzmos appeal 1o you, then
Sk your local supplier to track down and obtain one or
more of them, Many self-sufficient anglers will, on the
tther hand, consider this extra cash outlay unjustified,

ipht Sell-wifficient anglers may occasionally use one foot or
Besh feet 1o help them tie a particolar knot.
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preferring to improvise an occasional third hand with
their lips and teeth, and occasianally ane or both feet,

Knats should be dipped briefly into water, prior
ta pulling them tight. after which they draw up more
easily and bed down more snugly. Knots lubricated this
way tighten better and are mors likely to realize their
optimum strength, Without such treatmernt they may
be up to 20% weaker. Some practitioners literally spit
and polish knots, with anything handy that seems to
do the trick, from sallva to proprietary brands of fluid
dispenser ar spray (for esample. fish-attracting oll, or
hand and kure cleanser), powered graphite, dry lube
stick and dilicone fumiture pallsh. |t is impossible (o say,
without knowing the chemical composition of such
what other undesirable adverse long-term effects
these products might have upon knotted lines. Water is
probably best Saliva should perhaps not be used, guite
apart from reasons of hyglene, because it contalns a
digestive enzyme that could weaken knot and line.

For working knots in actual fishing fines, tie all
you expect 1o use the day before setting out for the
boat. beach, riverbank or reservoir The TV presenter’s
canstant refrain of .__heres one | made earlier’ |s
invaluable for anglars too.

The completed knots illustrated in this book
have longer ends than should be left in reality. Trim tag
ends close to tight knots, cutting them at an angle of
45 degrees and leaving a short length protruding to
allow for some slippage into the knot when It s loaded.
This should be as little as Zmm ('/Adn) for the lightest
lines, 4mm (*4in] for medium lines, and 7mm (in) for
esavy lines After fighting a heavy fish, these safely

TERMS, TIPS AND TECHNIQUES

margins may have been reduced to half the original
lengths. Do not burn tag ends with a lighted match,
cigarette lighter or camping stove flame, since the heat
can glaze and weaken the nearby knot and line,

Tightened knots may be rendered even more
secure with a coating of nall polish, rubber-based
cement or superglue, then further streamiined with
plastic sleeves or a seirng of dental floss.

It iscommonly stated that fishing knots should
be pulled tght in one swilt movement, but that isanly
true {in the case of blood knots and others which
transform themselvest ance the loose and newly-tied
knot has assumed its finkshed layout: otherwise a mess
mate similar ta a bird's nest can result, First remove all
undesirable siack from the knot, at the same time
kneading and shaping it with the fingers into mare or
less its final farm, Then pull steadily on whatever ends
or parts af the line will tighten the knot as required.
Heavier lines cannot be fully tightened with unaided
hands; use a giove or rag for extra purchase around the
standing part and grip the 1ag end with of a pair of
pliers: similarly protect the hands from cuts that lighter
lines can inflict.

As with other types of knots, when an angling
knot goes right, it seems easy. Even practised knot
tyers, howaver, will make & botch of one now and
again; and, once the tension and turns go awry, there
may be no alternative but to cut it off and begin agaln,
since badly tied knots drastically weasken line by as
much as 50%. Often it is pointless 1o porsist with an
intractable knot, if at first you don't succeed - give up.
In this context, it is not a bad maxim,
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FIRST AID

The sole purpase of any fish haok is ta Impale and then obtained within a reasonable time, and self-help is
resist removal; so, during the tying process, take great vital for the continued well-being of theinjured

tare not to prick or stab either hand. Many first aid person, then the following tip comes from The First
‘manuals omit any mention of how to deal with a Aid Mariual of the British Red Cross and 5t John
birbed hook beneath the skin, no doubt implying that Ambulance Brigade [6th edition, published by

#ny such injury should be treated only by qualified Darling Kindersley, 1992).

| medicz| practitioners. If, however, such help cannot be

gop Tm (3ft) length of line
around the hook (fig. 1).

2Depress the ey end of the
hook untii it |s flat on the skin.
& pross down on the shaft
nook so that, during
rawal, the eye end of
e hook will remaln held
wards next to the skin,
2 the fine until all slack
n removed and it is just
G 10 tug an the hook,

Jull sharply on the fine, with
llow-through, so that
ik is removed via the

Pull sharply

<27>






PDF By MKP

These most basic knots have mirror images
45, however, which are left-handed because the
sarts helix 1o the left (anti- or counter-clockwise),
i 10 knot handedness - which is nothing to

d ligature knot and the plaited inte rhmd :
mqulm the abfilty 1o identify and tie delihﬂﬁ&

erhand knot has three crossing points,
knot part goes over or under another,

trio of distinct compartments or spaces that
cifully regarded as two eyes and a large

line through ane or other of the twa oyes
de in any one of four different ways {fig. 6},

L hled over-then-under or under-then-
how; in four out of the eight permutations

whether the person tying it is right- or lefts
At least two knots in this book (the twined-

FUNDAMENTAL KNOTS

i

i ‘ left-handed

shown. the eyes remain separated; buy, in the other
fourthe tucked line could slip unopposed from one
into the other (and some angling knots take advantage
of this characteristic whereby the entwined knot part is

! 'mrﬂ-.erm made with aﬂ,gnd of the same treated a3 having just one cammaon opening)

Four altermatives are also possible in tucking
through the open mouth (sometimes referred to as

upon the direction of tuck and whether the  the belly) of the knot. This makes the overhand oot

the basis for a variety of more glaborate knots with
angling applications,
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APPLICATIONS e
A couple of sliding overhand knots can be used ta join ~ HISTORY .“'-\
lines of the same diameter and material, /'I'Im 5 i elossie prgeling Koo b
certuries olih, witich — pyven fml o N

METHOD / Lty Dawsiord abaoars] sepieeerigaed \
Lay both lines parallel, tying an identical overhand I-". swiling ships — was kowown as the Dshierman's
knot with each working end to enclose the adjacent Uil "Ohiss ey | s o hie Jorecasilie with
standirg parL then tighten the knots untit they are My, Chueks, the bowtswai e anghi me a

. embedded together as shown (figs, 1-3). Listievmman's bend__and Nlr Siple.” We

Tm——

e tigeel, “there s oo ool e U ko
i
the metvssity ol plilling toeether i this
wiarhl . owhen we wan o Lald ya™ /

| LT Pyper Servegale by Captaan ’/'J

\\I'll-rh'lu'l-. Marrvat, 1854 ///
\._\_‘_H -

—
— B

Pull to tighten knot

<32>
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RANGLE KNOT

METHOD

The strangle knot (fig. 1-3) is a more robust noose, its
gxtra averlsid wrapping turn creating enough friction
s trap the tag end and augment the breaking strength
ol this knot. The basis of this sliding loop isactually a
double overhand knot,

<3i3>
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SLIP KNOTS

METHOD 1 (DIRECT)

If a longer working end is not pulled completely through the mouth of
the overhand knot, but left as a protruding tongue [called a drawloop),
then one or other of two possible slip knots is made {figs. 1-2 or 3-4).
These are useless as loop knots, since any load placed upon them would
promptly pull out the tag ends, unless they are secured by tying or
crimping them to the standing part of the line to imake fixed loops.
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ITHOD 2 (INDIRECT - ORTHODOX)

_' fidhing knots - for esammple, the trye lower's knot (Known to some
a1 the Homer Rhodes knot) - begin with a wlip knot attached to the
ol hook, lure, siniue (weghti o swivel This necessitates st T}"rﬁg an

. d kot then passing the working snd through the ring (and back
e cirne direction through the mouth or belly of the knot), to end up
kan orthodox loop (figs. 1-2) that would otherwise be tied directy in
B

fTHOD 2 (INDIRECT - SKEWED)
neing the workung ot back through The mouth or belly of the
Band knot, it 1t poddible iote «nter it from the opposite direction to
the endd emergod e lier; tha et in a8 akewed slip knot which s
shen desimable but a1 least oo well known attachment - the Rapala
et lsee 0, 50) = is tied this way,

g = |

<35>
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FIXED LOOPS

METHOD 1
@ Tie a slip knot (fig. 1), then take a turn with the working
end around the standing part of the line and finally tuck

it thraugh beside the inltial knot (fig, 2) Work the entire
armangement snugand tight fig-3k

<Jf>
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SIMPLE NOOSES

METHOD 1 (DIRECT)

Tle an averhand knot — this time working away from the tag end - and pull
out a bight or drawloop in the standing part of the line (fig. 1} to make &
Basie right-handid, adjustable, sliding loop or noose. Once agaln, there i
an optional left-handed minor image (fig. 2), as well as an indirect tying
miethod thig. 31 These are guite unrelfable as fishing knots, despite their five
Crossing points but they are capable of being reinforced to serve 33
angling loop knotx.

0

Indirect method

<38>
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e may be readily convierted 1o a fixed loop by first tying an

dknot in the adjustable loop (figs. 1-2) and then sliding the initial
ng until it jams against the added knot (fig. 3). In this example. the
s a true lover's knot (to be featured in the following section on
This can be a time-saving short-tut ta avoid cutting off one knot,

g another - but realize that, if done in a more substantial nooss

e new combination will be much weaker [only as strong as the

erhand loop knot),

', DD 2 (NOOSE INTO FIXED LOOP) %

tadoseknpty_ N

R,
-__n—'-'_'-._-'_
_,_,—'—"_:—"_'_'_'—F
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OOD KNOT

METHOD
The preceding strangle knot i just the first and
smallest in a series of multiple overhand knots, also
knowi as blood kinots (because - according 1o
persuasive knotlore - aither they are the basia far
knots once used by surgeons in surgical ligatures and
sutures, or because theilr addition 1o the lashes of a
cat-o'-nineé talls would draw bipod). Tying thate knots
Is an essential technigue o be acguired by all anglers
Try oo fow the fiegt Time ina shornt length of Nexible
traided cord about Smm {'4in) in dismeter. Make a
simple averhand knol, then tuck the working end at
least twice maore {fig 1), Start 1o pull both ends of

the lime apan. Feel the way the knot tends to twist. 1
Gowith it rotating the ends of the fine in opposite
directions {as Wustrated] so that the belly of the knot
beging to wrap itself around the entwined knot

parts (figs. 2-3)

Ensure that the overlying turms are neat and wnug,
then pull the knot tiaht {figs. 4-5). Blood knots are
used for several angling loop knots, for joining knots,
and as knots 1o attach the hook, lure or swivel

B y oy
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Any inenpert or uneven pull upan a multiple overhand
not g, 1) resuits in a bastardised form of hlood knot
With wrapping turns unresolved and contained within
acharacteristic overlald diagonal knot part (fig. 2).
Opinion i divided over whether or not such a capsized
uﬂm of the trus knot metits separate cansideration,
But the fact & that some anglers are in the habit of

- lying and Incorporating them into various fishing
knats, calfing them universal (of uni) knots and loops,
This branch ol the blood knot family may have

mutated from book illustrations that failed to make
tlear how the essential transformation from iniial
multiple overhand knot canfiguration into final barrel-
thape is achieved They are probably best avaidad,
unless the matesial being tied is truly intractable. since
the exposed diagonal knot part is very vuinerable to
snagaing underwater abstacles and sustaining
atwative nicks and cuts; and, if It breaks, the entire

knat will unraved,

cd1>»
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WHIPPING

APPLICATION

Whipping is the generic name for
any tight binding, whether itis
used on 2 larger scale to prevent
the cut ends of boat ropes from
fraying, or forms the solutionto a
fishing tackle requirement.ltis
the basis for several fishing knots
or loops. Depending upon how
they are tied, as well as the use to
which they are then put, various
names are applied to them (nail
knot, needie knot, tube knot or
snelling) but the result is more or
less the same in 2ach case.

METHOD 1

Lay a length of line alang the
foundation around which the knot
is to be tied, together with a
narrow tube [a drinking straw or
the hollow carcase of a balipoint
pend, and begin to bind the
working end tightly around as
shown {fig. 1), Continue this
binding until at least sik or seven
wins have been completed (fig.2).
Then tuck the working end
through the tube (fig. 3) and
withdraw it so that the working
end emearges from the opposite
end of the binding to the standing
end (fig.4). Pull on both tag ends to
tighten this knat and then trim
them close to it [fig. 5). Because of
the way it 1s tied. this is known as
the tube knot. As an altemativeto g
tube 3 nail can be used, although
this only makes a space through
which the working end must then
be turked stongside, in which case
itis referred to as a nail knot.

FUNDAMENTAL KNOTS
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ftedle o bodkin may be used
feac (but do not eall the resuly
gedie kot - that is something
dwill be featured in the
BElon on Other Useful Knaots),
'm'gllw could use a long bight of

11 parale line. But the tube is

giten preferable; since it permits
ipworking end 1o be tucked

Without distLrbing the wrapping
iing, whereas a needle, bodkin

ght of line must drag the

ded - and thus doubled -
Ing end through the
flightened knat, and there is

A pair of nail knots

FUNDAMENTAL KNOTS

every chance of snagging and
upsetting it.

Tle this knot loosely, in
practice, to discover howihe two
ends should be inteslinked, 30 that
when the hinding is tightened they
become hatl-knotted togather
{fig. ). The friction of thesa
entwined knot parts, overlald by
the tight binding turns, combine
to make this an intrinsically neat
and fairly secure arrangement that
can then be rendered semi-
permanant with a coating of
supearglue or such-Jike.

A pair of nail knots about
Fmm ['4in) apart will convert a
bight of line into a fixed loop

{Fg. 7}. Use light monoflament
which will bite into any surface
coating on the loop line Coat both
kniots with a rubber-based cement
or othar glus.

“ I
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y
\
Untangle this end .
from loop when \\
necessary —-h.,_____-_.‘l"".__--"

.
METHOD 2 ~ =
When this binding hﬂnﬂs applied clase to the
the foundation mbmﬂ lamem, Draid, 'Mrengzahh a
mﬂmuchnfuue canlie used which ellfiipates the -
Iﬁcﬁyﬂnai tugk.IFa nail or needleis still used, it is
_merety w Hiﬂ'eh the line that rummjng the knot until
It can be :nmpreteﬂ and hghtﬂﬂ!d,frfylt oul with cord
on @ forefinger. Lay both ends of the line parallel and in

<44>

f > oppmite directions as shown (fig. 1) and then takea
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m:t.nT this end 1o
eliminate elbows

from working loop

couple of wrapping turns with the resuiting loop,
passing it over and around the end of whatever

foundation is heing seized Rotate the standing end
the working foop {in this instance, up at the front ar»:l'
down at the back) to eliminate the entwined slbows
that have appeared in the working loop {fig. Zj:and



i
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48 fotating it until a number of contra-twists
In the opposite direction fo those just

d) have besn imparted to the loop — one for

ded wrapping turn around the foundatlon.

Lontinue binding the warking loop tightly and snugly

PDF By MKP
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3
2
- - =
1. ':"' ‘this Band 1o
| pparponta-twlits

. mworking loop

4

(g, 30 until the required lengtly of whipping has been
achieved, when no twists should be left in the loop. From
time to timie, when niecessary, untanygle the free end
from the working loog, Pull on the end that will close
the loop, then pull on both ends wotighten it ifig.4).

c§h>
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METHOD 3 (DIRECT)
When a long sequence of wrapping turmns are to be thed
off (for example, the 20 or more of a Bimini twist), ar
there s o need to finlsh off a plaited splice securely, use
this whipping varlation. Lay the working end back
along the knotwork already completad ifig. 1) and
cantinue wrapping with the working loop, as described
in method 2. Untangle the free end from the working
loop perlodically and also remember to rotate the
standing end, If necessary, to copa with the tarsion that
will otherwise rasult in a twisted loop and that will
imaki It difficuly to tighten the koot Finally, pull on the
end 1o remove the loop and tighten this binding (fig.
2).Cut the tag end flush with the wrapping turns.

|2

Pull fo glim inate
warklng letp

<df>
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METHOD 31 (INDIRECT)

Far 3 similar situatian, but where the end of the
foundation monofilament, braid, wire or cable |s not
accessible, another approach is possible. Wrap the

tking end as shown [fig. 1), then pull upgon'it to

the wrappings by drawing them inside out:

best word | have heard amongst knot tyers for this
gue is fiyping; which means turning an

: d knot Inside out (ke asockorglove);this
T sa aptly describes the process, yas been in
Bsinc o the 1890< [and 15 credited to the

athemartician and knot theorist Peter Guthrie Tait).

S0, the turns are flypesd g, 2) to resemble hall a blood
Bnot then tightened (fig. 3), This indirect method of

ing by flyping Is an indispensable technigue for tying
many fishing knots.

..1'5

! . Pull te brvieest tums

Pl

- TECCCT = TR
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and snug (fig, 5). I{/
Ill-,_\_
S W
i HISTORY N F.
Mie Ripala. comypony has \\. 'ﬁ
||-:1r|::--1|~1] this knat for use \ Q
I-' wilh s F"'"l'”'" il W hiowiigel e tlary II'|I
I were umhile o fell ge how or
l when it orgimaled. Tle koot was |
I-,' tdrawn 1o my htenion by .‘J

RAPALA KNOT

APPLICATIONS

This knot, like a true lover's knot,

makes a small fixed loop that

allows a lure to move realistically.

Itis recommended for plugs, to

facilitate their vibrating, darting,

arratic actions, but it will suit any

sort of lure or fly that needs

freedom to wriggle or wobble A
about enticingly.

METHOD

Tie-a simple overhand ar thumb
knot before passing the working
end through the ring or other
attachment. Tuck the end back
thraugh the initial knot in the
opposite direction to how it
emerged, creating a skewed slip
knot, and adjust the loop to the
required size (fig. 1). Wrap and tuck
the end repeatadly as shown
{figs. 2-4). Work everything tight

Relamd Field of Moelfre,

\ Walis on 15th May S
™ 7

b 11HIN /

e

LDOP KNOTS

<50>
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LOOP KNOTS

ANGLER'S LOOP

APPLICATIONS

This knot may be used to start a tackle system, ot
hitched directly onto the ring of a hook, lure or
swivel. It works in just about any kind of line or leader,

PDF By MKP

METHOD 1 (DIRECT)
Create the layout illustrated (figs. 1-2) and pull uu: |
uppermost knot part (fig. 3) to make a loop. Adj u :
loop to the required size, theén tighten the hﬂot.'.lb

sttach an item af hardware such 23 a swivel, thread]
onto both legs of the loop, pass it through the 00y
and pull the resulting ring hitch snug against thedl
ifigs. 4-5),




PDF By MKP




1 M‘Bym

LDOP KNODT S

HANGMAN'S NOOSE

APPLICATIONS METHOD
This is & sliding equivalent of the Bimini twist and i The knot may be 1 Ing-hitched to any hool, fure or
another very strong loop knot swivel after being tied: bat, if only the vungle fing i tg

e passed through the paint of attachment las
Wustrated), then it must be done before tying the ke
Next bend the working end back alongside tsell 1o
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Begin a series of wrapping turns, going away
:.ﬁ'nm the hook or other bit of hardware, so as to enclose
e standing part of the line and both legs of the bight
g 21 which should nest neatly in a triangular cross-
itaction. Complete at least 10 turns, ensuring they lie

Pull to trap tag end
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LOOP KNOTS

snugly and neatly together (flg, 3), tuck the end
through the bight. and then pull on whichever one of
the loap lags closes the bight to trap the tag end. Slide
the completad knot along the line to adjust the loop to
the requirad size (fig.4),
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Slide knot to adjust siz= of loop
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LDO®P KNOTS

FIGURE OF EIGHT LOOPS

APPLICATIONS

This trio of loop knots may be
used to assemble various rigsin
monofilament or braid, either in
the basic form (method 1), with
an extra half twist {method 2), or
with two extra half twists
{method 3). They are all quick and
easy to tie and the choice is really
a matter of which holds best in
what materials - the smoother the
line, the more twisted the knot,

METHOD 1

Make a long-ish bight in the
doubled end of the line and twist i
to form a loop (fig. 1. Bring the
bight around and tuck it through
the lnop te complate the
distinctive figure of elght fayout
that gives this knot - and refated
ones— their names (fig. 2). Pull it
tight {fig. 3}.

e 1_%‘#@'5':“\'& tang bisn

- w;'l’_'hrﬁng muisical insirames,
b P

I _—h . -'I__J:tl'#l'r' ilmlm wn broelevant fentare of
_-i.,'n' v ‘: ' -"'-if_h-:;ﬂ.i:ﬂkv stopper knots, so they work wil]
F. : “"". : hﬂlﬂ aved sl monofilsments, They are

i::,-.ui’:l popuinr sith climbers and eavers: o foc
which oughit o/ comend them o anglers as o

lerwwt wooethy b effory onc o smnllir seale. Ko

treel {1 figure of v1pha wiere alten referied

by Fishesmien with o navial background -us

Flemush knoms or (in this mstanee ) Toops,

by e Bishiaeng Kook muonoal oddly

taheds It the Ciermun

f ? <56>
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LOOP KNOTS

METHOD 2
Beain as if tying the preceding
flgure of eight laop (fig. 1), then

#dd another twist to the loop

Belore tucking the bight to L

mmplete the knot (figs. 2-3), : —

Tighten (fig, 4).




PDF By MKP

LOOP KNOTS

APPLICATIONS
This knot - briefly
Introduced in the

Jction on Fundamental

Knots - may be quickly
“and easily tied in
afilament, braid or
lastic-coated wire and
Husmall fixed loop

Wars realistic
movement of a plug or
piher lure. It is a
omparatively weak

knot. reducing the
Beaking strength of a
by perhaps 30-50%.

METHOD

1 : inoverhand knot,
ghar to passing the
ng end of line

o gh the ring forming
e puint of attachment
r: $ knot. Adjust the
hop 1o its required size
mdthen make a second
nplementary knot, of
;;- tical handedness

l':' nverted), alongside

Sy

eficst one (figs, 1-2), ¥ HISTORY N

T en both individual
Uknats and slice thermn
pgesher {figs, 3-41

L
It the first ceotuary ALY this
erioit wats pewvarririsaded by e

Grreark phystciam eraklis as a stirgival

sling. Te jonew it ns the sl Aaekdiesnin
I peeecmeemed i miediesa! temture as a

tevie love [ar troie iwvers) Koot and alse as

thes dillines knot 1t has becoime koown in
aiglers an this Eoglishmon's loop kot ar

Fishwermian's ligspr fenst, amd — for some

\ i ferwTs oSO I rEe /
\\ derades, as e Homer /
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LDOP KNOTS

DOUBLE"OVERHAND LOOP KNOT

APPLICATIONS METHOD
This is a fairly strong and secure Make a long-ish bight in the end of the line and tie the doubled line Into
loop for slick modern materials. a simple averhand knot (fig. 1), Tuck the bight a second time to end up

with a double overhand knot {fig. 2). Tighten the kpot slowly and carefully,
kneachng it into the form of a bloed knot (fig, 31, a8t the same time keeping
the knat parts parallel to eliminate lumpy distortion af the completed knot
Then finish tightening it (fig. 41,
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i HISTORY =N
/ Ihis kitot was: pever suitable k.
bor rope ind sthor large cordige.

"1' I8 use wie lainited 1o strivg, bsa

f ]-.Hl'l'| kit bk slinpkeapies when dry
goods all had o be wieighid, wrapped
witdd tietd o custamers: 1w o trmdisonal
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o LOOP KNOTS

RIPLE OVERHAND LOOP KNOT

i]' PLICATIONS
This is a chunkier and stronger version of the preceding knot. Even maore
‘ums may be added, when it will do instead of a Bimini twist (see p. 66].
Theextra tuck(s) would not have been required in the days of gut and
:I.- shair, Indeed the double overhand loop knot was still being
smmended in the early 1950s by manufacturers of the new-fangled
nthetic fishing lines. But lines are now even slicker and so increased
JHiction is demanded from the knots used in them. A multiple overhand
Joog Is widely known as the surgeon’s loop, but the angling application
- called the thumb loap, spider knot or loop and someatimes (quite

imtengly) spider hitch.

. £ a lahg bight in the end of the
e and tie & double overband

ot fi. 1), Add a third tuck to

a riple overhand knot (fig. 2)
i begin the tightening process

ll convert it into a blood

Ll

ot taking care to remave

mted twists in the doubled
Finally tighten the knot (fig.

I8 ciaimed by some that this

& pasier (o tie than a Bimin|
and it certainly requires less
pof hands and feet - but it
be botched and emerge
2 bird's nest of tangled coils,
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LODOP KNOTS

TROMBONE LOOP

APPLICATIONS

In conditions when the preceding multiple overhand
(or surgeon's) loap proves troublesome to tie, fall
back upon this easier alternative, If breaking stren gth
is a critical consideration, however, be aware that the
abrupt angle of the final tuck weakens this knot,
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METHOD
Create a long bight in the doubled end of the fine and
make a large loop with it (fig. 1), Beagln to wrap the
bight around the loop (fig. 2), ensuring that the
doubled lines remain parallel and lie neatly and snughts
busicle ope another Tuck the single bight through the
doubled loop (fig. 31 and trap it there by pulling the
standing part and tag end together to closs the loop
tight (fig. 4},
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LOOP KNOTS

Lsingle bight ‘;;—-—.

I migh doubled 'f\
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LODP KNOTS

iy
le.

PLAITED OR BRAIDED "L-OOP

"

A

O\

v
v

Untargle g end

3% nEcesiary

s

APPLICATIONS

This is claimed to be one of the strongest of all loops METHOD
{100% - that is, as strong as the unknotted line) and it Lay out the line as shown ifig, 1) and bring \
is recommended for the start of any tackle system hand part of it over (in front} to bacome the Rew
intended for deep-sea, blue-water big game fishing. strand, Next bring the right-hand strand o . L

=hd=



PU to tightam

wrapping

o

bthe centre strand (fig. 2). Then bring the lefi-
and over 1o become the centre strand (fig.3).

B4 2 and 3 1o create a three-strand pigtall
d.Note how a loasely interwoven mirrar

ol fhis plajt becomes tangled lower down in the

lbte: this unwanted complication. When several

W@k;*
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LOOP KNOTS

HISTORY
This1s an mEenoos
entisci Bsathon Of the age-old
brmaed Jonen: Lefy Kevh o ik
Sexsiiy, bty thelr 1991 hook %ﬁ.‘:df
Fistumg Rnotsgal b ohis Toopi
the 'Lun'n.m!.:g:ln ﬁ-!k“-‘-"‘..'#'

ol ving Iﬂ_n'
 srntipdedn _nﬁ.giﬁ.

M

N

s

centimetres {or inches) af plait have been made, tum
whiat has so far been the working end back on itsell
and then take at least four or five wrapping turns with

the same strand around both loop legs and its own
end (fig, 4). Close up the smaller loop thus created by
puliing on the tag end (fig. 51 and so fully tghtening
the whipping to complete this loop knot (fig. 6)

<h5>
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LOOP KNODTS

BIMINI TWIST

Hold taut

" Feadin i
> O —>

APPLICATIONS
This - like the preceding
plaited or braided loop
- s claimed to be as
strong (100%) as an
unknotted line and It is
recommended for the
same usage. It lacks the
in-built stretchiness of
the previous plait under
load (by which even the
knot Itself may absorb
some of the energy
generated from a
sudden strike by a figh).

Total nuimbes of
twists = appron 20

ey

METHOD

Double the lineintoa bight that is at least 1m (3t} long
* and twist 20'0¢ s WAk into it (i, 1), The loop must
now be pulled forcibly outwards {0 compress the Inftial
twists tﬂg.!&:?ﬂﬁ. sincebath hands will be needed
| elsewhere, this entails Using the feet or knees (ora
partrier). Hold the standing part of the line firmiy in
onehand,while the fingers of the other hand pull the
working end out at night-angles to it, and as the loap 1
forced open counter-turns will be created at the uppes
“end of the twists {fig. 3)

Feed the accumulating secondary layer of
wrapping turns neatly downwards towards the loop:
Finish off the knat In one of two ways. Either add a
couple of half hitches (fig. 4] or apply st least five or six
seizing tums over a daubled back tag end (fig. 57 which
must then be pulled tight (fig. 6.

<G>




LOOP KNOTS
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- JOINING KNDOTS
it B

o B

ONE-WAY SHEET BEND
APPLICATIONS r HISTORY e
This knot secures the end of one line to a pre-tied 7" Rvmaities ol Shonie e s N\
loop knot in anather, in such a way that the tag end };"_ eonain el kools resernbiling shil "~‘
does not project at right-angles to disturb the watar f Il o Neolithie mon may e kiowr
but Is streamlined. It may be used in lines of |I.'I Hles oot Tt Jus apgieiaeed 1 sesrmanship
somewhat dissimilar size, in which case the thicker of [ matials sitee 1798 CLTord Ashiloyv was shown
the two should form the loop. For lines that differ this streminfined angling spplivation by Toelurd
greatly in thickness or stiffness, other knots will be | 5 Witlioev, as the Lovn koot b Figleoman's J§
described later in this section, \ Aot s B rankdes (1927), WAL Tlunt

\ it rgineied i wiermibivesd Casel, anprsplicalily,
METHOD "l\'. with thee boop 1 the thomoer ol 1he /
Insert the working end of one line through the other N twa L] 1 by somerines eallod
loop. Pass it around behing both loop legs and back > i tookenl sl Bl _./"
across in front to tuck beneath itself (figs, 1-2), making B - g '
a basic sheet bend. Then tuck the end a second time ==
into a figure of eight layout and tighten the knot {fig. 1)

A —
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JOINING KNOTS

HT KNOT

PPLICATIONS
_' this knot to join lines of

i ent diameters or materials.
sample, join afly lineto a

der, monofilament to braid, or

Make s bight in the thicker of the
po lines, Insert and wap the
Mhinner one around towards the
end of the bight {figs. 1-2). taking
e that each overlying wrapping
L tumn fes snugly and neatly beside
Ihe precading ane, while the three
inert parts they contain nest neatly
Hntriangular cross-section. Ten or
helve turns may be needed ina
ingle line (more than are
dustrated) but six or seven may be
“enough ina thin doubled line.
Lastly, tuck the working end
through the bight (fig. 3) and draw
#erything tight (fig. 4). Some
anglers recommiend tying the tag
#nd of the lighter [ine to its own
ganding part;while even stricter
sdherents of the belt-&-braces
spproach suggest; when using
super-braid for the loop; that its tag
end should also be secured 10 its

own standing part

e >
/7 HISTORY O\

/! \
{ This kot (ndss called the )

i Albright special) lvins bamsni I'-I
l grovatid e anglime scene for
L over 20 visires. 1t s eredited ]
Il\q__ i Jipponiy Albrmght. o "II
\‘\__ guiche 1 e Floradi /f'f
e hirvk

e L * <71>




JOINING KNOTS

SEIZING BEND

APPLICATIONS
This little-known newcomer to the knotting

repertoire is well worth a try for joining lines of
greatly dissimilar diameters.

/“"’FJ_F___H‘"‘\.

HISTORY
/ ITiie Koot lsas Duen
/ recomibnietided for boating amd
wilderims pionoenng. as well os less
Ill‘lllnlﬁllﬂ.ﬁ ouitdour activities, but ot il

now - for wnghing. It wes intended (o be s roles
Besving Yiow Knet, fur whien a lightweight threwtng

/

fme must b usevd a8 & ‘miessenger’ o hanl o muel)
heavier wothing rope lite position up a hoght,
& niETvening spidoe, or aver sotrle other mterues
ohstacke Thé upwutive Harry Aslier's* 4 forcile
trnd and Gigers divized thee seizing bend nnd I
Yy first s b bnsed W0 i o Newer Sviveein of
Anoriag, publisled in 1986 byt
Toternantional Gulld 6ff HHIIFI

Tyers.




JOINING KENOTS

ETHOD
_ 4 bight in the bigger of the two lines and take a
naround it with the lesser line. Apply wrapping
ms, keeping them neat and snugly together, which
s towards the end of the bight (figs, 1-2). Next
fiehd the initial turn in the thinner line and loap it
prithe short end of the bight In the larger line (fig, 3]
ifreate a tensioning turn that holds everything else

. Then tighten the knot {fig. 4). As with the
ding Albright knot, some individuals may deem it
pudent to tie one or both ends to thelr own standing
@its (not (ustrated).

<7i>
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JOINING KNOTS

INTERLOCKED LOOPS

APPLICATIONS

Linked loops are secure because there are no ends to
come free and the interlocked parts remove much aof
the strain from the actual knots that make those
loops. They can be used to join very different sorts
of lines.

PDF By MKP
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JOINING KNDTS

" HISTORY
; Ll ol tho basie precejrs of k.
,ff Ghinese Dudidhism is the cyelleal N
-’I ikt of all vxstencs aold s \
/ apparently eodlss knot patiern \
trrtabiondies Chat o Tadelia Gl i |
her superh mantial, Cliaee Knitting, |
staties that thoeomvstie koot o ane O the
\ eaght Huddhist warensares aned shie mlls /
\ it bv e adieimitive mmie, Pan ,";
s Chng Ko /

Lark's head layout

METHOD 1 (DIRECT)
bie this guick and easy method (figs. 1<3), which

fequires little or no explanation, when the standing
end of one of the two lines is easily accessible. because

it 15 not too lang or it is neatly colled or spooled, Do not

rallow the knot to capsize into 2 lark's head layout

fic. 4), which concentrates the load into a smaller asea
and o may weaken it

<75>



r SE PDF By MKP

JOINING KNOTS

INTERLOCKED LOOPS |

METHOD 2 (INDIRECT)
When nelther standing end is avaitable,ft will be ‘
necessary to tié the end of ena iine intothe other joop,
First make an overhand kriot about | 5¢m (6in] from thie
working end, then weave and tuck the end as shown
(frgs, 1-2), Complete a classic angler's ioop and ensure
@ that any load will fall equally upon all four Il!g;pf}b_uth
loops (fig. 3). Once again, avold a weak lark's head ¥
layout (see methad 1 - fig.4) : Py T4

=T8>
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JOINING KNOTS

METHOD 3 (INDIRECT)

e flat knot that results from the preceding
T_-'-- (methods 1 & 2) does not flex and bend
.:-' \equal sase In all directions, whereas this

ative behaves more like a couple of chain links or
iversal coupling. As it never jams tight, this lsyout
i y even be fractionally stronger. Interweave the
king end of one line through the loop of the other
Eactly as illustrated {figs. 1-3) - having first tied an

and knot (see method 2) about 15cm (6in) from
_Iﬂd - then tie off the tag end on its own standing
it by completing the angler's loop.

———

HISTORY N

Mest children discover how

(by method 1) to make elastic band
choims with n seres of these T knots,
i sit 1t seems likely that humankind could
haye discovered interlocked loops at a very
carly date. Althoogh the knot looks like & reef
tegunre ] knol, s dynamics are different, due |
v bowod bring spreid evenly ove all fou
legs of borh lnops. Method 35 incurporates o
tarrick besnd configurtion. & knet thal

ean b traced Baok to Teeland i //[
the Fligabethnn er 8

Knot g end to
standing part of lin=

B
-
v,




JOINING KNOTS

HUFENAGLE KNOT

APPLICATIONS

This burly combination of a fisherman’s knot and a half-blood knot is
used to join a light fly leader tippet to a very heavy 36-54kg (B0-120lb)
monofilament. The knot has emerged In recent years from the Florida
Keys, widely publicized and recommended for joining heavy lines to
lighter ones, My instinctive raaction is that a fisherman’s knot is the
wrong one for dissimilar lines; and the fact that users feel the need to
beef it up with 3 half blood knot reinforces not just the knot burt also my
antipathy for it. It seems a clumsy contrivance. | am advised, however,
that those guides and clients who go leagues offshore into deep blue
seas for big game are Impressed by its performance, so | will limit further
comment to a suggestion that the knat on the next page, the plaited
interlocked loop. might prove a more elegant alternative.

<TE>
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METHOD

Tie the end of the heavy linetoa
lang loop of the lighter one witha
fisherman's knot, using both legs o
the loop to make ane of the ta
overhand knots ifig. 1), Take two-
and-a-hall wrape with 19 e working
loop around the standing part of

the larger fine (fig. 21, then tum
them inside out (.. fiype them, like)
peeling aff a sock o glove) 1o fom
a half blood kpot. Tighten this
campound knot and trim to end

upwith four tag ends (fig. 3|



APPLICATIONS
strong yet streamlined joining
knot, included here as an
alternative to the huffnagie knot.
This layout may be tied in lines of
the same size and type, but it will
#so cope well with lines of very

Ik never fully tightens but
femains flexible.

b i
3 H'STGRN
This st uses vwo Fines \t'-.
10 I'I"[1|:II'.I1t' the four-strand
stjuare plait anee used for e
Hex wimached 10 vingage
Il"ll‘llll'll:i'.‘ |r 15 F'I'l'

ot ionly s in

nuelinge.
gl

-Iﬁzrem diameters and materials.
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JOINING KNOTS

METHOD

Twist at teast four loops into a bight of one line, tying it with a fixed loop
knot,and then tie a figure of eight knot about 30cm (1t} away from the
end of the other line (fig. 1). Insert the working end up through the first
loop, down through the second, up through the third and down through
the fourth, In the manoeuvre known in knot tying parlance as ply-splitting,
Continue for as long as there are loops through which the working 2nd can
porpoise up and down, Before startinig the warking end on its retutn
fourney, identify thre direction of twist in the initial loops — in this instance
right-handed or clockwise. The working end must go inthe opposite
direction - that is, left-handed ar antilcounter)-clockwise. Tuck exactly as
shown (fig. 2] 1o produce an interwaven counter-twist. This plait will anly
retain its form and function when the lpad is applisd evenly on both legs at
each end, so the working end must be inserted through the original figure
of eight knot ta follow the original lead of this knot until it has been
doubled (fig. 3), Pull the Interwoven loops tight without necassarily having
them close up against the loop knots, If both loops were to twist in the same
direction, the result would be a twined-B-twisted ligature knot (see p. B8).




WATER KNOT

APPLICATIONS
Attach a leader 1o a reel line, or
any line to another, with this knot,

JOINING KNTTS

PDF By MKP

METHOD 1 (DIRECT)

Bring both tag ends together and
tie a basic half knot (fig. 1), in thig !
instance lefi-handed. Tuck each
end in turn (fig. 2) to comiplete the
knot, keeping both fines parallel
throughout. Arrange it so that th
tag ends emerge {in this
lustration) at thie bottom of the
knot - since there is evidenca it
stronger this way — then tighten
the knot {fig.3)
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JOINING KNOTS

"METHOD 2 (INDIRECT)

an overhand knot in the end of
'bne of the lines to be joined, then
insert the working end of the other
line through this knot and follow it
ground until it has been duplicated
Hifigs. 1-2). Both tag ends should be
made 1o emerge at the top of the
kndkin this example, as the knot

may be stronger when ted this
\way. Take care that the two lines
‘femain paraliel throughout
Ctemoving any unwanted twists,
Land then tighten the knot (fig. 3).

HISTORY

The carliest mlerence (o this knot

was in Treatvee of Fyahinge eyl an

Ingle; reputedly by Dame Julissa Bernoers \

(nr Bames), Prioress of “:ﬂrlwl'll_ arid [l!'jnlt'l‘] 1
406, It = a trusted angling koot from the digys

of horsehair and gut, Some writers believe Tzank

Wakton favoured this koot but his sesonal
sevedteenthocentury book The Complent Angler
does not portray. ar refer 1 one koot Climbers

and cavers use i 1t s the only koot
recommended for joining the flax mpe
ar wiebbing used o glimbing

hormesses

<B1>




JOINING KNOTS

METHOD 3 (TRIPLE TUCKED)

This triple-tucked variation of the basic knot is bulkier and spreads the load
over a larger area. It may be somewhat stronger and |5 certainly mone
secure. The method Is more handily tied when the end of the longer line
can be pulled repeatedly through the belly of the knat, Place the twa |ines
parallel 1o ane anather and make an anticlockwise overhand loop in both
of them. Tuck both lines once thraugh the loop to make an overhand knot
{fig. 1), then twice more for a triple tucked overhand knot. Beginto tighten
the knot. kneading it into the characteristic form of a blood knot {fig. 2) and
gradually removing all of the slack to tighten fully (fig. 31, If one or both of
the long ends make the foregoing direct process impractical, then it may

| be tied indirectly (method 2) by tying a triple overhand knot in the end of
ene strand only, introducing the other end and following the lead of the
original knot until it has been doubled.
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(g

'L;U:Bil..%fls HERMAN'S KNOT

APPLICATIONS

This reinforced version of the

bisic knot is for lines of the same
e and similar materials.

- Sometime around 1980,
'-- conducting a knot-tying
shop for young people in the
Natipnal Maritime Museum at
Greenwich, London, when a boy
whed me if | knew ”... . the knot for

piting fishes''eads orf wiv?” He
d me this one, miming the
mertion of a fish between the
o knots, then vigarously

Bgging the knot shut with the
gpisly glee of a piscine

Ey

ETHOD

g the two lines parallel and

gether, overlapping the ends 1o
. ad. Make a double overhand
itin one end around the

pding part of the other line and
fibden it (figs, 1-2).Turn the work
lor-end and repeat the

fess with the other end (fig. 3)
fhat both knots are of Identical
dedness. Then slide themn

Raether (g 41,

HISTORY

f I'.ll I‘HiHI:IJl'iIl“{[ Jlbl:l:.tlE
£ loot, this knot has also eurned
I|

Rl wpproval of elinbers and cavers

1w roferved 1o by anglers as the

BEnnner Knot, presurnably from the

g mouth that appears between te

Wb individual knots prior to sliding
ithem closed, and it s vet another

b knot ti haove survived From the

gut and horsehair days

af lishing,
,// =83>
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APPLICATIONS

This is a relatively recent
alternative to the fisherman's
[grinner) knot. It is best suited to
thick, hard and springy line, for
which it was devised.

METHOD

Make matching bights in both lines
and superimpose them as shown
{fig. 1).Wrap and tuck hath working
ends (figs. 2-3), leaving long
warking ends to absorb the
considerable amount of slippage
that occurs during the tightening
process, Allow the knot to spug
down into its finished form (fig. 4),
and tighten,

/ HISTORY \
'Hl_:_rlr'l Dhwienn K
MNuttpl'SRT of Linthwente, \

Huddershield, m West Yorkshare, \
|

‘ England discovered this koot,

| which he deseribed me Koorting

'\ Vatrers, 1he L{udrtl':h '|HL11't|r:'1 of
thes Intermmtional Ciutld of /
Knot Tyers, in E
P

Lpril 19493, //

—— e <B5>
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BELOOD KNOT

APPLICATIONS METHOD 1 (DIRECT - INWARD COILS)
This is a fairly strong knot when it joins lines of the Overlap the ends of the twa lines and wrap ane

same diameter. In lines of unequal size, the thinner of warking end three or more times back around both s
the two should be used double, when the knot's own standing part and the other line. Tuckand trap the
strength increases slightly. tag end between both lines (fig. 1), Repeat the process

with the other end and make sure that the second 1ag
end |3 tucked in the opposite direction to the first ane
between both lines (fig. 2. Carefully draw this
compound and syrmmetrical knot snug and tight (fig.3),

<86>




METHOD 2 (INDIRECT - OUTWARD

CoILS)
‘Some angling knot devotees claim this method is
preferable, Overlap the two working ends and twist at
feast three turns with ane of them (fig. 1). Bring the tag
‘end around and tuck it back up between the twa lines
prior to the initial twist (fig, 2). Repeat the process with
the other end, taking care to tuck It the opposits way
A6 the first one (fig. 2). Pull the knot tight {fig. 3}, so that
the wrapping tums unwind and capsize. transforming
themselves into a typical couple of half blood knots,

PDF By MKP
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=
'#_...r"""
P HISTORY

f,.". WA Huintesr vepsarie] this \
/ knotl was shown te lim by WD \
Cogpeshinll on Cagpeatll's return from a

fovarlers Koty an Gyt

s

vintd o thie USAL In
and Sylon (1948, howsvor, Stnley Barms

1'I||]l|1" |1Hr‘ (RS S RTRIETH] ||||'lJHHE Wil
preinstkingly worked oot by Jock Purvis, &
‘!'l'.!F l‘llul]ll'!'l'. II.HI.Il.: ol IIlIL'I'l‘H'I'l" fiw fl.!hil‘l'“"
et seetiots ol kuos cost in parallin wax.
Purvis's Dindimgs wers published by
L Cliaveor e lis Ledters oa
Salteon Fiviers Som

\‘\-\.‘ 7
M (BR=ATN)]
~—
—

e
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LIGATURE KNOT (TWINED-&-TWIST

APPLICATIONS

Use this knot to join two lines of identlcal size and
type, The number of tucks or turns given to this knot
will vary with the sort of line in which it is tied - there
will be fewer in thicker, stiffer stuff. The illustrations
are, therefore, only one instance of how the knot
might appear.

his knot 0 thiar 1991
Practiond Feshing Knobs, but

the simple blood koot It i in fwet o
multeple orm: of another knot
altgethnr ~ the Bgatire Knm — as
the mame assiguied 10 1 here

miakis olens,

<f8> |
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JOINING KNOTS

METHOD
Cross bath working ends and tuck each one around
the adjacent standing part of its partnes (fig. 1), Tuck
both werking ends similarly a second time - and as
many times altes that as required (the optimum
number for maximum strength is sald by some to be
seven) - in this example twining H! u{ /e

Then cross the working ends again in exactly the same - ”
way (in the illustrations, left over right) and take one ] |
tuck with each {fig. 3) Continue 1o tuck {fig. 4] until the.

upper row of twists matches those in the lower row J

{fig.5), both in number and direction, and biegin to

tighten the knat by pulling a bit at a time on each one

of the two working ends and two standing parts in fum.

At this stage the knot will start to twist (fig. &), Allow it |
to do soindeed, continue tightening until the knotis |
twined and twisted as compactly as possible (fig. 71,

This knot works best with each tag end secured to its |
own adjacent standing part, when it becomes effectively |
an efabarate loop-1o-loop arrangement. If each layerof ‘
this knot was mistakenly tied with an opposie i ﬂi
handednass, the result would be the basis for the plaited j
interlocked loops described earfier in this section. 'I]
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PLAITED OR BRAIDED SPLICE

APPLICATIONS
Joining two lines in this
way ensures great
strength and so will
occasionally repay the
extra time it takes to tie.
(See also Plaited or
braided loop on

page 64.)

METHOD

Bring together both working
ends of the lings to be |oined and
arrange them as shown (fig. 1),
preparatory to making a three-
strand plalt. Both working ends
should be about the same length.
Bring the right-hand outer one of
the three resulting strands over
{across in frant of jits own mnding
part 1o become the centra strand,
Then bring the left-hand auter
strand aver its nedighbatirta
become the centre strand (fig. 2).
Now bring the right-hand outer
strand over the adjacant strand to
become - in irs turn— the new
centre strand (fig. 3):and then

JOINING ENODTS

=80=>
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e, 1 SRy
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'd_,,.'ﬂ.l‘
bring the lefi-hand outer strand
- aver inasimilar way.Repeatthis
process until u phﬂﬁt}h {din) of
plaitor braid have been made, and
miake a bight, usirg the working end

fram the strard that formed the
initial collar at the start of the plalt
or braid (Tig.4).

Continue to plait or braid,
bringing each outer strand in'its
turn over and into the centre,
treating the doubled bight asa
single strand (fige. 5-71

Half-
Twist
peatens
edge of
Pl ar
braid




P i

y HISTORY k™
f,'f Thas neat conirrnno
! appeared in Geofl Wilson's ‘.\‘

Comnplete Book of Fishing Kuorg

& Rige published 1995 by |
%"E? ||I'I. Auastrakion Fishing Network, and |

v lor that reason s relerred 1o as ‘,,
\ /

thie Australian pliived ot /
\ biraneled spilice

-

When the bight is almost
exhausted, tuck the remaining
warking end down through it
{fig. 8) and then trap it securely by
pulling carefully on the opposite
tag end (fig.2).

Half-twrist

Hall-twist

HalF-peist

JOINING KNOTS

L -
—

o T

PobeWo Voo Vo VebobeVoPa

Pull 1o speure

orther tag end

(L A _
S0 00 0 o2 4002

4 *

"ﬁ ™~ ""‘-

4
*."
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fven intractable materials, such as elastic (bungee)
: cords and slimy wet leather thongs, can be

" d captive with this knot. It has never (as far as |
mow| been recommended as an angling knot; but,
with each tag end lying streamlined alongside its

wn standing part. it could prove quite suitable in
the miniaturized world of fishing lines.

HISTORY

Ths is another knoi

PDF By MKP

JOINING KNOTS

METHOD

Overlap the working ends of the two lines 1o be joined,
wrapping and tucking thelr working ends as shown
{fig. 1}, Ensure the completed interwoven layout is as
Mustrated and then tighten the knot (fig. 2)

Irom the pralific knot-tying of \
retived  resewrch seremiisy, the late
Flivers Asbicr®-81 sl chiscovesed 1 \
while working svstematwally
thipogh desivations from the

cormumon alioet bend woed

flecerrtine Kuin Book

prabilisbiend 1 '.l'.'-‘r/



1 I ir HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS
4 i
"

FIGURE OF EIGHT KNOT

APPLICATIONS METHOD

A very basic knat, with only four erossing points to Tie as shown, Pull on the tag end to remove all possible
generate friction and spread the load, this classic slack from the knot then push the collar that encircles
horsehalr and gut fastening - which is no longer the standing part of the line towards the eye of ring to
effective in monofilament - is still used for braided trap it (figs. 1-2) |
wire [coated or uncoated).

| .-/ms-rnnv \x. |

4

The Amerncan konotsman Clitfand \
J Ashley claimed that his ex-schoal riend ‘\'-\
| JJ'I Chippet, o contortionist with Barnum & "._‘I
/' Bulley's éiréus, could tie limsell in a figure of \.
! / eight knot. S0 can the developing Leacotfires '|I "

|
prustor, a colourless, no r'-l*-'llliillt Hl.!"':r'rll.ll-l.h mnrine |

bactenium of the alpae fanuly, The Incas of Pern |

|| ised o am therr dew .HI.|||)‘|'|1 IR R TR R T n'._uril |'_|||_|-|J

\ quipus, The mame ligure of eaght’ koot ."-Illjllll"r/

W first in Dorey Lover’s 1808 senmanzhap

3\ - J |
v ranunl, the Youse Oficers Sheet Anclor, /
| , - > # |
N, priorto which it was more commonly /7 I
\
reforeeed 1wous the >
\‘«_ Flemish lorion /
— R
<ff>
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RAWFORD KNOT

APPLICATIONS METHOD

This established knot (it has existed with this name Wrap and tuck as shown (figs. 1-2). Pull first on the tag
for at lzast twenty-five years) is readily tied. end to tighten the knot. then upon the standing part of
Although fairly basic, its ten crossing points make it the line to slide the kot towards the hook (fig. 3) and
mranger and more secure than the preceding ligure close down the loop.

of eight knol.

I Pl o tighsten ke
=

|
3 \ Slide "._'\J"'j

«07>
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HOOK, LURE. SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS
N
SWIVEL KNOT

APPLICATIONS

This is a quick and easy
attachment for swivels,
although its simplicity renders
it less secure than other more
elaborate knots.

METHOD

Pass the waorking end up
through the ring of the swivel,
then around first the neck of
the hardware and then the
standing part of the line. in a
figure of eight layour (fig. 1).
Tuck and trap the tag end
beneath the initial loop (fig. 2)

and pull the entire knot snug

and tight around the neck of
the swivel (fig. 31

This 15 o bag or suck
/ handamgr koot wlneh — sinee the
{ demise of granaries and dey poods
Bloges, I g e ol ra |I|H..hrl.§_':l'll
rierehandse — has found alternative
L |~1r||n|n'\. rment as o hshog krioor beside or
allmt o river, lake. grasvel P,
reservolr wndd soa [ can be Tound

\ Listet] o o lI'~-|':|L1;,II Enot o )

. veurald koot manals 3
- /

— —

=4 >




CAIRNTON KNOT

APPLICATIONS

‘Yet another survivor from the days of gut and
horsehair angling, this method of attaching the line
toa fly is one of several knots that are seized to the
shank and contrive a straight (albeit offset] pull
through an angled eye.

METHOD

Pass the working end through the eye, then wrap and
fuck it as shown (figs. 1-2}. Tighten so that it beds down
snugly beside the eye (fig. 3).

7
”

HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS

e —

i S

HISTOR

Y

B~
\

/ WAL Hunter publistieid
this Koot dr) s 1927 ool

.|"'i I.J'[r‘l'r!.:n_u .1: ,\ FICaFs II'HH' ,.r rn nf.' .‘| = "
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HOOK, LURE,

CLINCH KNOT

APPLICATIONS

The clinch knot is a pure
angling knot, with no knawn
applications elsewhere.itis
also called a half blood knot
or stevedore knot (not to be
confused with the real
stevedore knot used by dock
workers working with rope
haists and tackles). Expert
opinion is divided owver
whether or not this strong
{95%,) knot Is suitable for
heavy lines in which it can
prove difficult to tighten. Try it
in thicker monofilaments with
just threee or four turns, rather
than the five customary for
thinner ones, In the lightest
lines, tie the knot with the
line doubled,

METHOD 1

Pass the working end through
the &ye or ring and take 3/
wraps around the standing
part of the line. Bring the end
back through and tuck it
through the loop beside the
point of attachment (fig, 1) and
flype the knat {pull It inside
out) to form a half blood knot
ifig. 2). Finally tighten it snugly
against the eye or ring {fig. 3)

SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS
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gthod 1 - fig. 1), whether in
nglie or doubled line, tuck the
king end a second time as

HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND

SINKER KNOTS
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HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS
A

TRILENE KNOT

APPLICATIONS
Hook knots are stronger
when the line has been
passed twice through
the eye of the hook,
where the size of both
eye and line allow the
modification. This is one
of several such knots.
Like the preceding
clinch knot, it can be
troublesome to tighten |
in lines over about 5.5kg |
{12ibs). Still, itis a
popular knot.

METHOD I
Take a round tum [
through the eye orring |
and then wrap the

working end four or five ||
times around the '
standing part of the line
Bring the eénd back and
tuck it through the round
turn (fig, 1). Pull, push and
generally knead the knot
intoa blood knot form
before tightening it

{figs, 2-3}

~ HISTORY .

o
f" I'his kot as also \\

{ known as the Borkley
['rilsrines kot implying an |
CIIE B A0 OPOIYIoLs |

. tranilis pishlication ar lor

N use with that partieular
\\ Pirenid &l I.iu'Lli- /
e -
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HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS

|

ANCHOR BEND (VARIANT)

APPLICATIONS
- Use this knot when you want to tie hooks, lures or
flies to lines or leaders.

METHOD
Take 3 round tum through the eye or ring (fig. 13, Then
pass the warking end through it twice, wrappling
towards the point of attachment, and tighten the knot
 fligs. 2-3). |t is somietimes suggested that a third tuck
inot illustrated) should be added in super braids; but; in
wch cases, thic is perhaps the wrong knot for the job
“and a suitable alternative (see the Jansik special that
_tomes next) may be preferable.

' HISTORY oy
This knot appeared reoently
it Thie Lairtle Hod Fiding Koot Book

by Flurey Nilsson, whore o s L belbod

Harry's knot (imiplying anotdwer OF (hisse
ponuiny peridie roadiscovenies), Bor e s far
fromy origital, even as an aueliong kool 1t
featueed o WA, Huoter's ooy Koot
areed B ripkfes (19271 as o atmehwment for o
swivel It was also g means of berdoig an

wnilerwiter warp Crope) (o me ahor,

APRTFLEE 1N AN anonyeous . 1904

ptanel ol seamanship P
\\ =

-

<103>
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HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS

JANSIK SPECIAL

APPLICATIONS METHOD

Another knot with twe line parts through an eye or Pass the working end of the line twice theaugh the ring
ring, this knot has tested 100% efficient in terms of or ey - in other words, take a round tum - then make
breaking strength on a hook, swivel or lure, using three wrnpping turns to enciose three inert knot parts
light monofilaments. Try it alsa as an alternative to as shown (figs. 1-2) Pull the knot tight, ensuring thatan
the preceding anchor bend variant. even load will fall upon each one of the loops through

the ring or eye (fig. 3),

<10d>
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HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNQTS

KNOT

APPLICATIONS

A loop or bight of line is
another way to double the
hold upon a ring or eye. As the
hook of lure must - in this
instance - be passed through

the loap of tha half-

completed knot, this may be

impractical with any multiple e
hook or other complicated <

tackle rig. Similarly, if tied in a
doubled fiy fishing line (rathar
than an existing long loop), It
shoartens the taperad leader.
Nonetheless, it is a fairly
strong and very secure knot,
wasily learnt and tied, which
may even be used around
reels as an arbor knot {see
Other Useful Knots).

METHOD

Insert a long-ish loop {long
enough to pass over the hook
ar lure] through the ring or eye
and tie an overhand knot

{figg, 31, Tuck the hook through
the loop (Fg. 20, thea bring the
loop back over the half-form
knot to form a collar anound
the standing part of the
doubled line (fg. 3) and aahiten
the knot (fig. 4},

— T
/7 HISTORY
‘,""-‘ The artgins of this
X Kot re ufiomdescs o rre,
4 f other than to remarh Hhaa
L thesee s o Moot Paloeior |
\ i California, the site ol f({
3 an astrovoniel 7
\\\ ohstsrvatonry //
S S
<105> e N
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HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS

WORLD'S FAIR KNOT

HISTORY

Caonry Nirtin Troin

Ieliani won @ cptiperitom
tor a new Nshing knat at the
World's Fair, Knoxville, 1ESA

i 1982 Ths prive was o

o 525000 |IIII‘ n
pliess in DTk ing

knnt lore

APPLICATIONS

This 17-year-old knot secures line to hook to other
terminal tackle by means of a loop or long bight of
doubled line, but (unlike the Palomar knot) does not
require to have a hook or other item of hardware
tucked through it

Pull ste=adily 1o
mealgn ot

METHOD

Pass a loop through the ring ar eye and doulble it over
to lay upon both inert standing parts. Take the woarking
end and make & locking tuck. going under/overiwo
partsl/under tfig. 1), then finally tuck the tag end back
beneath its own standing part (fig. 2). Pull the tag end
and standing part in opposite directions 1o realign this
knot and tighten it [figs. 3-4),

<106>



HOOK., LURE. SWIVEL AND

CAT'S PAW

APPLICATIONS
This strong ring hitch attaches the loop of a Bimini

twist or similar long loop to a swivel or a hook,
primarily for offshore big game fishing.

METHOD

Pass the end of a loop through rimg or eye and double
it back on (tself (fig, 1). Next tuck the hook of swivel,in a
succession of backward somersaults (a total of seven to
ten), through thee space between both ineért loap legs
and the loap itself (fig, 2). There should then be an
identical number of twists on each side of the knot, one
set spiralling left-handed or clockwise, the athers right
handed or antlicaunterl-clockwise. Pull an both loop
legs, straightening them (fig. 3), and then shide the
wrapping turns that result close together alongside the
point of attachment (fig.4).

=107>
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HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS

TURLE KNOT

APPLICATIONS

This knot is designed to attach fly to leader tippet via
a hook eye that turns either up or down. It has many
varlations, some of dubious origin, since they may
have arisen merely bacause some book |llustrator or
knot tyer mistakenly drew a tuck over when it shouid
have gone under. Only three, time-honoured
methods are described and illustrated.

-'l

METHOD 1 (EASIC KNOT)

Pass the warking end of the line through the eye of the
hook and then make a 360 degree loop by tying it
around thestanding part of the line (flas. 1-2),
Whatewer the handednass of the knot {lefi-handed in
the specimen shown), ensure that the belly of the knot
eficioses the knot in such a way that it is shewed (se2.
Fundamental Knots on page 35), Pull the hook through
the joop. The knot can be tightened around the shank
of the hook to lie spugly alongside the angled eye
(fig.3). A tag end that projacts from its kbot more or
less at right-angles, causing vibration in the water, may
be a desirable feature in 3 lure; but, if not tck it
Instead so as to lie alongside the shank in the
tightened knot (figs.4-5),

<108>
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Ahternative location for tag end
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HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS

T

=t HISTORY s

& For Sl yveurs, sonee

/ anilees bave wenogby enlled

this the tortle Kot The baste knot,

pablisiied in 1841, was popularrsd

(e 1884) by & Maojor “Varle, tiough Las:
never clmmeld o have invented i

Dy, Seanley Baries then) deviesd aid

\ nurned the two-circle Tarke koo,

diseribing i in Flshing

Giazene {April 18:46),

METHOD 2 (BASIC -
TWOTURN)
Make two antilcounter}-

clackwise overhand loops,
then enclose both with a
skewed overhand knot

(figs. 1-3) for this stronger and
mare secure attachment

<110>



HOOK,

METHOD 3 (SECURED
BASIC ANDTWO TURN
VERSIONS)

Improved security of the basic
Turle knot In synthetic lines has
been achieved by tucking the
1ag end a second time through
the overhand knot (figs. 1-2).
The two-turn version can be
similarly modified (fig. 3)

PDF By MKP
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HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS

Y FLY KNOT

APPLICATIONS
This is one of the best
knots for attaching any
fly (dry or otherwise) -
with a hook eye tumed
up or down -to a
leader tippet.

METHOD

Pass the working end
thraugh the eye and take
a wirn with it around the
standing part of the line.
Take a second turm
around the line,
averlapping the first one
tfig. 1. Then tuck the
working end twice
through and around the
two loops already
farmed [fig. 2), before
pulling upon the
standirig partand slhiding
the two turns in the
opposite direction over
the eyé to surround the
shank of thie fiy hook
(Mig. 3). Now tighten the
knot (fig. 4]

— e —

HISTORY

Gritrre [ larviey ol
i |
]'l'lul taitir i iversiiy, r

[USA, 15 crmilied

A\ with Fllll“ll'!‘r.‘”‘_’

. this ke .

\""--.._ P
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WA HOOK, LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS
3 ,
LOOP KNOT S
e
APPLICATIONS HISTORY \\
This fairly strong and versatile knot |s simple enough 7 e Austrulion fishing Y
) to tie by feel in poor light. writer Trank Marshall is erodimd \
with having mtroduced this koot to
METHOD [ his angling veaders sorme decades agio \
Tuck the loop of a simple noose through the ring or amd s it is known to them as the J
eye and then pass the hook, swivel or whatever NMuarshall spnre Knor, wherens /_‘
through the loop (fig. 1], Finally trap the tag end within 1990 Amercan angliage writer
the loop (figs. 2-3) and tighten the knot (fig. 4). \\ Boly MeNally calls b the /
\.\ doabile ey koo

<113=>
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h

DEM HOOK KNOT

APPLICATIONS

When a second hook is to be added in line with
another one, some kind of tandem rig is required.
The intermediate knot required, of which thisis an

example, can be somewhat simpler than the one at
the end of the line, 2

METHOD

Insert the line through the eye of the hook to be
gecured and merely tle a double overhand knot around
the shank (fig, 1), while leaving a sufficiently long-end
for the other hook {fig. 2)

<114>
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KNOTLESS KNOT

APPLICATIONS

This is an alternative to the tandem hook knot on the
previous page for fixing a hook so as to leave the end
of line free for some other attachment.

METHOD

Lay the fine alongside the shank of the hook, pass the
working end through the eye, and make four or five
wrapping turns to enclose both shank and line (fig. 1),
Pass the end back over these turns and through the
eye ance again {fig. 2}, then pull the knot tightly snug
beside the aye (fig. 3)

-

4
L
-
L]
-
L]
.l
o
¢
e
if
e 3

i 3
v_=

<115>



HOOK

LURE, SWIVEL AND SINKER KNOTS

SIMPLE SNELL

APPLICATIONS
This simplified version
of snelling is weaker
and less secure than the
full version (which
follows) but it is more
quickly and easily tied,

|

METHOD

Pass the working end
through the eye and lay
the line along the shank
of the hook, prior to
taking four or five
wrapplng tucks (in the
direction of the eyel with
the end around both
shank and line (figs. 1-2)
Finally tuck the tag end
down between the shank
and line and tighten the
knot {fig. 31,

<116>
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SNELLING

APPLICATIONS METHOD

The snell is an extremely Pass the working end through HISTORY \

strong connection from line the eye of the hook; then form J The word stielling seems Y

to hook shank - well tied it an anti{counter)-clockwise to hivve eome Tram (e

has tested 100%. overhand loop, before profissianal sea-Tishormen,
wrapping and tucking to koown as long-Liners, whis work
enclose the inert stancling part with o large number of ancliope] I
of the line along the shank of e gonmectisd baited hooks. /
the hook [fig. 11 Carefully flype It lias now been adopried
{pesl inside put) this \ by =port anglers

arrangement into the familiar
barrel-shaped blood knot
{fig. 2) and tighten (fig. 31
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DOMHOF KNOT

APPLICATIONS

Use this as an alternative to
snelling around the shank of a
hook, when flyping wrapped

turns into a blood knot will not
work. It is another example of the
‘trombone’ type of knot (see
trombone loop on page 62).

METHOD

Pass the end of a line through an
angled (up or down) hook eye and
bring it back to create a trombone
loop ifig. 1). Enclose both loap legs
together with the hook shank ina
series of neatly bedded wrapping
turns (fig. 2). Finally tuck the end
through what remains of the loop
{flg. 3) and pull upon the standing
part of the line to tighten the knot
and trap the tag end (fig. 4).

..r""f_ ——-\\
/ HISTORY \\
/ s knot has also
.l[l1l1'.'1rl'!|. AL ITC .-.|.H.I|.1Lg_l hait
|I !|u||| (in Cannda) and as the J

spade end kol ol

train b /

\ ool usin iy
\ letip (i the L h}/
\\x.

. -
i S

{1

ke
ll 2

Pul| to thighten

knot
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ARBOR KNOTS

APPLICATIONS

Any sliding loop that attaches
a line to the spindle (arbor) of
a reel may be called an arbor
knot. it should not be bulky,
and need be only moderately
secure since no backing line
should ever be so fully
extended as to rely solely
upon this knot.

METHOD 1 (DOUBLE
OVERHAND KNOT)

Cast an anti{counter}-clockwise
underhand loop and tie the
working end 1o the standing
part of the line with a double
overhand knot (figs. 1-21.This
arrangement will encircle and
grip the round cross-section of
amy reel,

=122>
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OTHER USEFUL KNOTS

BLOOD KNOT LOOP

APPLICATIONS METHOD
Use this to create a loop in thinner line, which is then Double or middle & length of line to make a bight and
attached to a thicker backing line. wrap the working end of another fine at least three

times around both legs of the Initlal bight before
tucking it as shown (fig, 1) Then similarly wrap and tuck
the twin ends of the loop line to camplete this
caompound knot [fig. 21 Pull it tghe (g 3).

< 124>




OTHER USEFUL KNOTS

HISTORY
Stanley Barmnes, ML, DS,
LD, FRCP, formerly Dean of

thes Faeulty of Medicme at the

University: of Birmingham, England,
ilhstented and tleseribed this IECTI NS
loop knot iy his boold wglers” Knogy in

(it and Noclon (1048), It & another koot

that his' mode the transition from
niptural fbre fishing lines

e provie effective 1

'i'l'lr[hl'lﬂ FI'liili"I'\.'{IL

-

e

llﬂ
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BLOOD LOOP DROPPER KNOTS

APPLICATIONS

A dropper knot makes a loop that
stands out at right-angles to a
fishing line for the attachment of
extra flies (droppers) in fly fishing.
Also, when fishing from beach or
boat, it enables additional hooks
or sinkers (weights) to make up a
paternoster system.

PDF By MKP

OTHER USEFUL KNDTS

i
1»1'
'.-'1 _:

1.

METHOD 1
It 5 & fact that many loop knots make sound joining knots if the Idj:skrul
off (and vice versa). it follows that a blood loop dropper knot can hﬂhd n’
the standing part of a single length of line, To da so, tie a multiplg u\ﬂmd
knot, locate the middie of the entwined knat parts, and pull the large ﬁht
or belly of the knot down through it to form a bight (figs. 1-2), Draﬂ.l_;ﬁﬂ.\

knot into a snug blood or barrel-shaped form (fig. 3). ‘f{\
-y
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HISTORY
The single strond
version of this lnot
(method 1) has besn
print for al Jeast 50 yvears
\ — bt iy s Hkely o be

much older.
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ALPINE BUTTERFLY
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OTHER USEFUL KNOTS

APPLICATIONS - ///HISTn;x\“x

Try this knot as an alternative dropper loop. = 0 / Thier Alpine bonerly iz 0 ~

flassar oliambing Koo, popuiline with

| METHOD
There are a number of ways 1o tie the Alpine butterfly,
each of which has its adherents. | like the easily learnt
leap-fraag routine of the following method. Take two

L turns areund a hand. Then lift the right-hand part to
the middle (fig. 1) and the new right-hand part over to
the lefi-hand side (fig. 2). Now pull the resulting bight
through the middle of both round turns from right to

| left (figs. 3-4). Tighten the knot (figs. 5-6). Right-handers

I may wish to reversa thesa instructions.

movmneers il cavers becanse the
boop can be palled fnseveral diveotions
pnee without capsizing it 1t may appeal

11y .m;:.-ln-r-\ for thie same pedason, Ales
:H'.I"’. (Sir Aban b Florlbseer (SO0 FOT 1) st &

poeirt, the first o of which was 5Ty
Ll line s che King of knows”, John Swie
-

responted i Sooeer Pepmeeeras (19740 /
chiat, =L o o the Alpine butter(ly

miist surely be
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APPLICATIONS
This comparative newcomer to the angling scene has
proved itself a robust alternative to the blood loop

;ﬁx dropper and the Alpine butterfly.
~  HISTORY ™
This 15 another koot \\.\ METHOD
fram thi inventive finpers \ Take a large bight of line and bend it forward and
f of Tsherman Owen K I down to create twin loops (fig. 11 Impart matching half
|I Nutall** of Linthwaite, [ twists to each of these loops (fig. 2) and overlap them,
'-,Il Huddersliedd, England / right over left (fig. 3). Then pull the bight up through
It appeared in Nootting both loops - from back to front, as shown (fig, 4) — and
\\ Vettars in Outobier / draw everything snug and tight {fig. 5)
S, 1986 -

. -~
e B <1305
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OVERHAND DROPPER KNOT

APPLICATIONS METHOD

This secure alternative to a into an overhand knot tied in the main line insert a short dropper length.
blood dropper loop, an Alpine Take it up through the common space between the two entwined parts of the
butterfly, or the Linfit knot, is knot, around the belly, then back down through again to emerge where it
simpler 1o tie. Use it to attach entered (figs. 1-21, Tighten (fig. 31 If only one hook or lure is attached, securely
two flies at once. tie the free end to prevent it sliding out of the overhand knot

HISTORY Y
/ This kool has \
{ -l['llll'd.rl'li (F§) i']l]'r

i riochically for over

S0 yemies, bk i1 ooy

\ b older still i
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OTHER USEFUL KNOTS

STOP KNOTS

APPLICATIONS METHOD 2 (SLIDING)

As a strike indicator, depth marker, or physical stop, a variety of simple Pull & bight of line through an i
knots can be embellished or augmented with bits of coloured wool, elastic band or ring of some ather
strips of cloth or other highly visible fragments of materfal, _sulsableendietsBand (fig 1) and 7,

ERR I

t l Aapinld e ¢ e ; ﬂs'-ﬂ'ld I.hruugh-
METHOD 1 (FIXED) . the Bgit (i3, 2} s9jmake 3 crassing
Tie a clove hitch in the bight by the A *:A'Iipau{hkﬂm_thut stranghtey’
direct method of casting two | Mg S 16 convert the marker into.
( A T - R R R . e
antilcounter)-clockwise loops, X eﬂwmﬂﬂgﬁll utss
A " i VN -
overlapping them; and then B LT -«*2-‘.‘]
tucking an elastic band through T Py iy 0 4) )
before tightening the knat around il AL L4 d 1)
it (figs: 1-3).

Pull 1o
stralghten line

Pull to
straighten fime




then withdraw
neadie to secure knot

OTHER USEFUL KNOTS
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METHOD 3 (SLIDING)

A single neadle or nail knot (or
snell) {figs. 1-3) makes @ more
elaborate stop knot

—

o,

HISTORY o
St krjnl;x% ng el

! 3 =
U'her extended pile Titely i

atetHet ol tlisse Elu]t{[htﬂ.\
fvvoured by limbers [wﬁﬂnw it
os a0 prasiking: kot abl el it

the klemhest), 1o a

mnaatire Torm it also

srves anglirs

METHOD 4 (SLIDING)
An extanded pile hitch (figs. 1-2)
is an Instantly adjustable slide-8
grip knot.
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NEEDLE KNOT

APPLICATIONS 1
The needle knot forms a strong

yet streamlined attachment

for a manofilament leader to

a fly line,

METHOD

Push a needle into the end of
the fly line and out through
one side (fig. 1), If the hole that
is created will not remain open,
a gently heated needle may do
the trick. Trim or point the
waorking end of the leader by

slicing it with a sharp blade at
an acute angle and then push
the end of the leader through
the hole already made by the
needle (fig. 2. Lay the needls
alongside the fly line, and take
five or six wrapping turns with
the working end of the leader
aroiund the fly line (fig. 3). Ty
Thread the working end of the

leader through the eye of the

needle and pull it beneath the Yy

turns to compléete the knot %, Inserttagend.
(figs.4-5).

<R —

then pull through
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NEE "KNOT LOOP

APPLICATIONS

Tie the needle knot loop ta
facilitate frequent changes of
leader on a fly line, It is also
referred to as the needle knot
{mono loop).

METHOD

Tie thisin the same way as the
preceding needle knot but
using a doubled |ine instead of
a single one (figs. 1-2},

OTHER USEFLL KNOTS
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HAYWIRE TWIST

APPLICATIONS
This is the basic strang
ioop for single-strand
wire, either fora
stand-alone loop oras
an attachment to hook
or swivel,

METHOD

Pass the end of the wire through the ring or eye and {one part must not form a helix while the other 1
twist half a turn ta make a loop (fig. 1), Make a second remalns straight) — and then bend the working end at

haif twist to create imeriocked elbows (fig, 2). Create at right angles to the standing part (fig. 3). Berid the end

least three or four of these twists — ensuring that both at right-angles, then wrap it around, up and down

working end and standing part are equally invalved again, making the first of a serles of tight barrel rolls

<136>
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{figs. 4-6). Make five or six such wrapping turns, then
snap off the end by winding it like a handle until metal
fatigue breaks it {fig. 7). The tag end so created should
lie flush Hﬂ'd therefore snag-free) with the preceding
barrelolls {fig. 5).

-
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HISTORY
Arglers were only
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piece ol tackle; but draven wire was
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B GAME CABLE LOOP

APPLICATIONS METHOD

This two-part entwined loap, Select a pair of sleeves of the Now remove slack from the

backed up by a couple of crimps, correct internal diameter and knotting loop, pass the tag end

will give added strength to a thread them onto the cable before through both sleeves beside its

cable that must handle marlin, big passing its tag end through the own standing part of the |ine and

sharks and other such fish. swivel ring or hook eve that will be neatly crimp bath sleeves (using
the point of attachment. Leaving a the appropriate tool, obtainable
large-lsh loop, pass the working from tackle shops). The sleeves
end a second time through the shiould be about 2.5cm (1in) apar
ring or eye, then tuck it three times with the one nearest ta the knot as
around the loop to tie a triple close to [t as possible (fig. 3)

overhand knot {flgs. 1-2).
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TORUS KNOT

APPLICATIONS

The torus knot is a robust,
reinforced loop. Use itfora
big game swivel or hook.

METHOD

Pass the tag end through the
point of attachment and bring
it back around the standing
part of the line (fig. 1) to make 3
slidirig loop. Then wrap the end
shugly around the loop ina
series of parcelling tums

{figs. 2-3) untl| the entire loop Is
thus covered, Tuck the tag end
and pull the loop tight (fig. 4)

. W

~ HISTORY s

/ Ropewarkers know thl-\\

dooghint-shiaped ring hiud) \

(the eohideal e for @ ning \

dhiaghnut s “torus'), 1 hove only
voiny hoross it b oan angling |

pontext within tle, Sy iclopedin /I
af Anzling (199%) whore i1 s /

emgmmatically lahelled thie

P,
w, Polisansky Xnm /‘

_-'_F-r
L

<138>




